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he First World War’s Eastern Front Trail in the Matopolska
Region encompasses places, which were a theatre of key mil-
erations on the Eastern Front of the Great War in the
years 1914-1915. The hike along the trail begins in Krakow. Kra-
kow Fortress, which played a crucial role in the battles fought in
the late 1914 north and south of the capital of Matopolska, im-
presses with the grandeur of design until this very day. Krakow
also boasts the Polish Aviation Museum featuring examples of
authentic military aircraft dating from the First World War. The
famous First Cadre Company headed by Jozef Pitsudski set off to
war from Krakow as well, and following the company’s traces, one
can reach the battlefield locations of the Polish Riflemen’s units
and then of the Polish Legions formed by Jozef Pitsudski. The trail
routes run to the battlefields located north of Krakow to the Jura
Krakowsko-Czestochowska Upland, where battles were fought
in November of 1914, and then south, to the battlefields around
Eapanéw and Limanowa, and further east to the area of the de-
cisive Battle of Gorlice, which brought victory to the Austro-Hun-
garian and German forces in the early May of 1915. The pictur-
esque ranges of the Low Beskid Mountains are full of war relics.
Tarnoéw also features buildings dating from the Great War, such
as old barracks or garrison hospital. Heading south of Tarnéw,
it is worth visiting the field of the Battle of Lowczowek fought
in December of 1914, and the charming war necropolises of the
Tarnéw Land.

REGIONAL
E PROGRAMME 1 Matopolska

L ION STRATEC KRAKOW Region

This project has been co-financed by the European Union as part of the Matopolska Regional
Operational Programme 2007-2013

THE FIRST WORLD WAR'S EASTERN FRONT TRAIL IN MALOPOLSKA

KRAKOW

Obelisk on Kaim Hill

Krakow Fortress Trail, northern section

Krakow Fortress Trail, southern section

@ Prokocim Fort

Kosocice Fort

(&) Rajsko Fort

Polish Aviation Museum

Grebatéw Fort

(@ Krzestawice Fort

Tonie Fort

The Storage-Technical Complex of the Royal-
Imperial Army

Oleandry - First Cadre Company Departure Site

MICHAEOWICE-KOMORA

Obelisk on the border of the Austrian- and
Russian-occupied parts of Poland

MIECHOW

Monument of the Independence Fighters

War Quarter on the Parish Cemetery

KSIAZ WIELKI

Palace in Miréw

War Quarter on the Parish Cemetery

KALIS

Ogonéw War Cemetery

KRZYWOPLOTY - BYDLIN

Battlefield of Krzywoptoty and the Legionaries’
Quarter on the Parish Cemetery

JANGROT - CIEPLICE
War Cemetery
SKAEA

War Quarters on the Parish Cemetery
Monument of the Victims of the First World War

RZEPLIN

War Cemeteries in Rzeplin

WIELICZKA

War Quarter no. 381 on the Communal Cemetery
MUCHOWKA

War Cemetery no. 308

KAMIONKA MAEA

War Cemetery no. 357

CHYSZOWKI - THE RYDZ-SMIGEY PASS
Monument of Encounter of Generations

LIMANOWA

War Cemetery no. 366

Mieroszewski Family House — Jozef Pitsudski's
Quarters

War Cemetery no. 368 on Jabtoniec Hill

MARCINKOWICE
Morawski Family Manor
War Cemetery no. 352

NOWY SACZ

War Cemetery no. 350

Legionaries’ Quarter on the Communal Cemetery
The Oak of Freedom

GORLICE
War Cemetery no. 91
I. kukasiewicz PTTK Regional Museum

MAEASTOW
War Cemetery no. 60

EUZNA - PUSTKI
War Cemeteries nos. 123 and 122

STASZKOWKA
War Cemetery no. 118

TARNOW

Monument of the Unknown Soldier

Former Military Hospital

Former Austro-Hungarian Barracks

Former Austro-Hungarian Garrison Headquarters

Sanguszko Palace, Former Staff Headquarters of
the Russian Forces

War Cemeteries no. 200, 201, 202, 202a, 203

EOWCZOWEK

War Cemetery no. 171

LUBINKA AND DABROWKA SZCZEPANOWSKA
War Cemetery Complex no. 191, 192. 193
ZAKLICZYN

War Cemetery no. 293

BOGONIOWICE
War Cemetery no. 138

LEGEND OF MAP SYMBOLS IN THE GUIDEBOOK
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— INTRODUCTION

he First World War's Eastern Front Trail in the Matopolska

Region encompasses places, which in the years 1914-1915,
were a theatre of key military operations between the Austro-
-Hungarian and German forces against the Russian army on
the Eastern Front of the Great War. Travelling along the trail,
one can see historic monuments dating from that time: forts
of Krakow Fortress, Krakow's Oleandry, the starting point of
the First Cadre Company, museums, and numerous military
cemeteries, designed by eminent contemporary artists. The trail
route also includes former military buildings, such as barracks,
headquarters of the fighting armies, and military hospitals. Some
locations feature surviving traces of entrenchments and other
field fortifications. However, they are not easy to find. It is no
wonder, as even famous Hungarian writer Ferenc Molnar, war
correspondent from the Eastern Front, struggled with finding
them a year after the fights...

An entire century has passed since the outbreak of the Great
War and its history has been overshadowed by the memory of
another world war. The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
has been created in order to commemorate the events that
a century ago shaped the world we know today.

The guidebook presents the sites on the trail, as well as an
overview of political and social situation in the region before
the outbreak of the Great War and the course of military
operations on the Eastern Front in the years 1914-1915. The text
is complemented by thematic pages devoted to significant issues
associated with the First World War, and information about
tourist attractions located in the vicinity of the trail.

A\‘Ia}()p()]sl(ﬂ: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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MALOPOLSKA ON THE EVE OF THE
GREAT WAR

— Great Politics and Everyday Life

f one had a look at a po-

litical map of Europe in
1914, e.g. the map issued in
the famous Berlin publishing
house Pharus Verlag G.m.b.H.
Berlin, instead of sever-
al contemporary independ-
ent states in its middle part,
one would see only a few but
large countries. Among the
states established after the
First World War, and nonex-
istent on the political map
of 1914, is also Poland - then

| The Polish lands in 1914
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divided between the three
great monarchies.

THE WAR OF THREE
GREAT POWERS

Most of the Polish territory,
including Warsaw, was an-
nexed to the powerful Rus-
sia, ruled absolutely by Tsar
Nicholas II of the Romanov
Dynasty. After the fall of the
January Uprising in 1864, the
tsar authorities eliminated
the remainder of autono-
my en]oyed by the Kingdom
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of Poland and soon after-
wards they also liquidat-
ed the entire Congress Po-
land, the strange creation
established in 1815 during
the Congress of Vienna. All
signs of Polish national life
were brutally crushed and
the mandatory Russification
was imposed on the coun-
try. Poles had no influence
on the authorities whatso-
ever. At the outbreak of the
Great War Russia had been
allied with France for sever-
al years, and with Great Brit-
ain, standing in opposition
to the two other countries
that ruled the Polish lands.
On the other side of the
barricade were the so-called
Central Powers, i.e., the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire and
the German Empire. The
southern part of the Polish
territory remained in the
hands of the Danube Mon-
archy, as the Austro-Hungar-
ian Empire was also known.
This vast country, ruled for
over half a century by the
aging Franc Joseph I of the
Habsburg Dynasty, was
a conglomerate of very di-
verse provinces, inhabited
by numerous ethnic groups
and nations. Poles were one

GALICIAN MALOPOLSKA

R L) | B

of them. The entire Matopolska south of the

Vistula River line and a scrap of land north

of the Vistula River in the vicinity of Kra-
kow were located within the borders of the

Habsburg Empire. The capital of Matopolska

was annexed to Austria in 1846. Krakow was

then a provincial border town (Lemberg be-
came the capital of the Polish territories an-
nexed to the Habsburg Empire), and in the

course of time it became the largest fortress

in the country.

GALICTAN AUTONOMY

Thus, the entire present Matopolska Region
was located within the borders of two enemy
states. Although both parts, Galicia and the
southern territories of the former Kingdom
of Poland were poor and backward, Poles
in Congress Poland lived literally under the
whip of the tsar authorities, while Galicia

The bu11d1ng of the National Parliament (Sejm)
in Lemberg, Wikimedia Commons Archives

enjoyed freedom unparalleled in other parts
of the occupied Poland.

As of 1867 Austro-Hungary had been
a constitutional dual monarchy, i.e. con-
sisting of two countries that were united
by the monarch and several other institu-
tions, such as for instance, the joint army.
Galicia, as part of the first of the two coun-
tries, was a province with a rather vast au-
tonomy, eventually established in 1873, with
its own National Sejm (Parliament), and
an advanced system of local authorities.
The entire country enjoyed numerous civil
freedoms, while Poles could hold highest of-
fice not only in the autonomous Galicia but
also in the central authorities of the mon-
archy: since the middle of the 19" century
until the outbreak of the First World War,
three Poles even held the office of the Prime

I\‘Ia}opnlsl(n: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail | [



Minister of the Austrian government. Un-
like in the Russian- and Prussian-occupied
parts of Poland, the Polish language was
not only not suppressed in the period pre-
ceding the outbreak of the Great War, but in
fact it had a status of the official language!
Polish education operated on all levels, in-
cluding the Polish universities in Krakow
and Lemberg. Polish cultural and politi-
cal life also flourished, while many Polish
activists from the Russian Partition, such
as Jozef Pitsudski and Roman DmowsKi to
name a few, found refuge in Galicia. There-
fore, the autonomous Galicia offered a true
enclave of freedom for Poland. Although the
poverty was enormous, thousands of peo-
ple emigrated, the industry was developed
only on a small scale, and the government
institutions (apart from those determined
by military reasons) steered clear of the en-
tire province, nonetheless, the region be-
came the forge of the experienced Polish
cadres for the future independent Polish
Republic and the centre of Polish national
and independence activity: the true “Polish
Piedmont” so to speak.

MALOPOLSKA RESIDENTS

The San River was a traditionally acknowl-
edged border between the eastern and
western parts of the province. Polish pop-
ulation dominated in its western part: 96%
of the population declared Polish as their
native tongue in the 1910 census, while in
the entire province Polish was spoken by
slightly over 60% of the population. Jewish
population was not as large in the west as
it was in the east, and the majority of the
Jews resided in cities and towns, e.g. in
Krakow Jews constituted 30% of the entire
population, while in Dgbrowa Tarnows-
ka over 50%. Fewer of them resided in the
villages. Lemkos resided in the southeast

8 Nla}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

Carpathian outskirts of the region. These
highlanders of the Ruthenian origin lived in
the Low Beskid and Sadecki Beskid Moun-
tains up to Szczawnica-Zdrdj; they some-
times considered themselves Ukrainians,
but often simply referred to themselves as
“local.” Apart from the language and specif-
ic culture, religion differentiated them from
the Polish population. The Greek Catholic
Church (and the Roman Catholic Church
elsewhere) dominated here, although the
Orthodox Church gained influence as well
since the late 19" century. On the other
side of the border, the Russian-occupied
part of northern Matopolska was inhabit-
ed almost exclusively by Poles of the Ro-
man Catholic denomination, except for the
large percentage of Jewish population re-
siding in towns and cities.

POLITICAL LIFE IN GALICIA

Then came the moment which Poles who
dreamt of freedom prayed for for gener-
ations. The occupying countries, hith-
erto crushing all Polish attempts of re-
gaining independence in solidarity, now
fought against one another. Poles had to
take a side in the forthcoming conflict, and
what eventually happened in 1918 — the fall
of all three partitioning powers — had in fact
been entirely unthinkable four years earlier.
Thanks to the constitutionally guaran-
teed civil freedoms, since the late 19™" cen-
tury Galicia boasted the flourishing develop-
ment of political life. The great commotion
on the hitherto rather stable political scene
resulted in the emergence of mass politi-
cal parties, completely unknown until then.
Thanks to the not very democratic electoral
system, the former conservative, democrat
and liberal parties still operated. However,
they had to give way to the new political
creations in the early 20" century.

GALICIAN MALOPOLSKA

Franz Joseph I Emperor of Austro-Hungary,
MLP Archives

The People’s Party operated in Galicia
since 1895 (as of 1903 as the Polish People’s
Party) with Wincenty Witos as an emerging
activist of the Party. The socialist movement,
developing mostly among the urban pop-
ulation, had less influence. As of 1897 the
movement operated under the sign of the
Polish Social Democratic Party of Galicia and
Cieszyn Silesia (PPSD). Ignacy Daszynski
was an eminent member of the party in the
years preceding the war. Last to emerge was
the nationalist movement. It gained largest
influence in the eastern Galicia, especially
in Lemberg, where such figures as Roman
Dmowski and Stanistaw Grabski were ac-
tive. This is where the National Democratic
Party was established in 1904. As opposed
to the former parties, the latter circles, al-
though operating in the Austro-Hungarian

Monarchy, more and more decisively per-
ceived Russia as the guarantee of protec-
tion of Polishness against the German in-
vasion. Among the strongest advocates of
the Danube Monarchy were the conserva-
tives of the Krakow Group called the Court
Jesters (Stariczycy). They propagated the so-
called tri-state concept, aiming for the trans-
formation of the Austro-Hungary into the
Austro-Hungarian-Polish state, which would
encompass the incorporation of the Rus-
sian-occupied parts of Poland into the bor-
ders of the new state.

The last prewar years witnessed the
emergence of yet another political pow-
er: the independence movement associat-
ed with the political emigrée from the Con-
gress Kingdom of Poland, Jozef Pitsudski.
The coalition with Austro-Hungary in the

Hasex Unper THE Sicn
OF THE TRLEGRAPH

Twenty-year-old Jaroslav Hasek, a graduate
of the Prague Trade Academy and the em-
ployee of the Prague Slavia Bank was ar-
rested on July 28, 1903 and thrown into
a Krakow prison located in the building
"Under the Sign of the Telegraph" (at the
corner of Kanonicza and Podzancze Streets).
The later author of The Good Soldier Svejk
was charged with vagrancy and the attempt
of illegal crossing of the Russian bor-
der. After the emotions caused by the ex-
cessive alcohol consumption wore off, the
arrestee asserted that his journey to the
north was only driven by the desire to
deepen his knowledge about the local an-
cient tumuli. Hasek’s three-month stay in
jail resulted in the short stories, "A Walk
across the Border" and "Among Vagrants."

I\‘Ia}opnlsl(n: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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| A photographic session on BYonia before the First World War, National Archives in Krakow
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forthcoming war that he proposed was sup-
posed to be only a passing alliance, direct-
ed against Russia.

Pitsudski's principal goal was not some
form of autonomy in the expanded Gali-
cia, but the independent Poland. Therefore,
he aimed to create the foundation of the
Polish military forces. This is how the Rifle-
man Association was established (in 1911 in
Krakow): a legal paramilitary organization
headed however by the secret Union of Ac-
tive Struggle that had formed a year earlier
and united independence activists in Gali-
cia. In the course of time other political par-
ties also established their own riflemen or-
ganizations: the anti-Russian nationalists
created the Polish Rifle Squads, while the
People’s Party — the Bartosz Squads and
Podhale Squads. The Temporary Commis-
sion of Confederated Independence Parties,
established in Vienna in the late 1912, was
meant to politically support the military and
treasure initiatives of the independence ac-
tivists. Apart from the Polish Socialist Par-
ty from Congress Poland, it also consisted
of Polish Social Democratic Party of Galicia

3“[&}01’3015](51: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

and Cieszyn Silesia, Polish People’s Party and
some National Democracy circles.

CULTURAL LIFE IN GALICTA

Not only political life dominated Galicia but
cultural life also flourished in towns and cit-
ies; and Krakow and Lemberg became main
centres of Polish culture. The years preced-
ing the outbreak of the war were the time of
Young Poland and Art Nouveau movements.
The former refers to the literary movement,
then expanded to other arts, which came
into being in the late 19'" century in the op-
position to the previous movement of Posi-
tivism. The works of great Polish Romantic
artists regained favour, while young artists
were also inspired by philosophical works
of Arthur Schopenhauer and Friedrich Ni-
etzsche. Their “Gypsy” lifestyle among the
conservative-minded bourgeois residents of
e.g. Krakow — evoked disgust and outrage,
but their works have permanently marked
Polish culture.

Such well-known poets as Jan Kasprow-
icz or Kazimierz Przerwa-Tetmajer, active

GALICIAN MALOPOLSKA

in Galicia, stemmed from
the Young Poland move-
ment. Music compositions,
inspired by new trends in
the arts, by Mieczystaw
Kartowicz or Karol Szy-
manowski, were also creat-
ed here. Soon, the true rev-
olution in the theatre was
brought on by the unique
dramas, including the fa-
mous Wedding by Stanistaw
Wyspianski, who resided
in Krakow until his death
in 1907.

The most famous the-
atre premieres attracted
crowds to the auditorium
of the magnificent Juliusz
Stowacki Municipal Thea-
tre. The mighty building at
Swietego Ducha Square,
erected in the 18903, is not
only a testimony to the city’s
affluence but also a fabu-
lous historic monument
of the period. But Krakow
residents attended not only
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the Tatra Museum Collection

the Stowacki Theatre; who
knows, if the popular vaude-
villes, such as the famous
Queen of the Suburbs per-
formed for years after its
premiere in 1898, did not
attract larger audiences. At
first, the Queen of the Suburbs
was performed in a small
theatre in the park, and then

Motherhood by Stanistaw Wyspianski, Wikimedia Commons Archives

St. Witkiewicz, Sketch of the Town Hall in Zakopane, 1899,

in the larger People’s Thea-
tre at Krowoderska Street.

Polish Art Nouveau also
emerged and developed in
Krakow in the early 20"
century. It quickly gained
followers and drove away
the hitherto dominat-
ing Eclectic Historicism.
Stanistaw Wyspianski was
one of the main creators of
the movement. This versa-
tile artist was also a paint-
er, stained-glass designer,
architect and interior de-
signer. The probably best
internationally ~ known
Polish Art Nouveau artist,
Jozef Mehoffer, creator of
the famous stained-glass
windows (e.g. in the Cathe-
dral in the Swiss Fribourg),
also worked in the capital
of Matopolska.

Also created at that time
were the unique works

I\‘Ia}opolskn: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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by Stanistaw Witkiewicz,
founder of the so-called
Zakopane style, inspired by
the architecture and orna-
ments of the Podhale high-
landers (Witkiewicz wanted
to create the Polish national
style in architecture). Build-
ings designed in the Zako-
pane style were erected
not only in Zakopane, but
also in other towns, such
as Nateczéw, Poreba Wiel-
ka, and Wista.

Witkiewicz was not the
only artist active in Zako-
pane at the time. This small
town at the foot of the Tat-
ra Mountains became one of
the most important centres
of Polish culture at the be-
ginning of the 20" century!

The fantastic Tatra land-
scape attracted painters,
poets, actors and writers,
and its austere beauty ide-
ally fitted the Young Poland
artistic concepts, which is
best illustrated by the ex-
cellent Tatra short stories
by Witkiewicz, poetry by
Franciszek Nowicki or the
great glorifier of the Tatras,
Kazimierz Przerwa-Tetma-
jer, and unique paintings by
Leon Wyczoétkowski. The
artists were fascinated not
only by the Tatra Moun-
tains but also by the origi-
nal culture of the Podhale
highlanders. The highlander
was almost perceived as an
archetype of the Pole, and
Podhale was regarded as

Jama Michalika Café, photo by M. Zareba

the mainstay of the authen-
tic Polish folk culture.

Less serious creativi-
ty, which is by no means
low-brow, also introduced
a great commotion in the
lives of respectable conserv-
ative town people. The fa-
mous Krakow café and con-
fectionary, today known as
Jama Michalika (Michalik’s
Cave), regularly featured
cabaret shows admired by
the Krakow boheme. The
Jama Café was established
in 1895 at Florianska Street
by Jan Apolinary Micha-
lik, who arrived from Lem-
berg, and it was first called
Lemberg Confectionary, but
soon it became the favour-
ite meeting place of writers,

12 Rla}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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actors, painters and other artists. The dark
interior without windows contributed to its
name, Jama (cave), and the artists, often
struggling to make ends meet, sometimes
paid the bills by decorating the café walls
with improvised drawings and satirical po-
ems. This is were the main ideas of Young
Poland were born, this is where the main
ideologist of the movement, Stanistaw Pr-
zybyszewski, used to hang out, accompa-
nied by poets Lucjan Rydel and Kazimierz
Przerwa-Tetmajer, and such painters as
Stanistaw Wyspianski, Wtodzimierz Tet-
majer, Jozef Mehoffer, Leon Wyczétkowski
and Jacek Malczewski.

Soon the Jama Café began featuring the
Green Balloon Cabaret and Theatre. The
scoffing texts and songs not only mocked
the Krakow conservative bourgeois class but
also made fun of the pompous attitude of the
Young Poland literature with its neo-Roman-
tic vision of artist as the priest of the arts.
The café also presented equally famous sa-
tirical shows, mocking above all the contem-
porary Galician politicians. Many texts were
written by a representative of the enormous-
ly respectable and staid profession, Doc-
tor Tadeusz Boy-Zelenski. His Little Words,
collected and published for the first time in
Lemberg in 1913, evoked a great scandal.

In the meantime, thanks to the popular-
ity of the cabaret, the Jama Café was ex-
panded by a new room, designed in the Art
Nouveau style by Karol Frycz and Franciszek
Maczynski. Its beautiful interior can be ad-
mired until this very day. Another caf¢, Paon,
opposite the Stowacki Theatre, once equal-
ly popular among the boheme, has unfor-
tunately not survived until the present day.
Many famous Young Poland artists, who
left numerous satirical drawings and face-
tious poems on the hanging canvas, were
often seen there.

THE TIME OF CHANGE

However, one month after the Sarajevo
Assassination of June 28, 1914, everything
changed. The above-described world gave
way to the new order. The war was greet-
ed in Matopolska with enthusiasm: it was
widely believed, especially in Western Gali-
cia, that the time had come to fight for the
new division of the Polish lands. The patri-
otic mood is evidenced in the accounts of
the enthusiastic farewell given to the mo-
bilized soldiers at the railway stations, of-
ten not only under the Austro-Hungarian
banner, but also under the Polish flags and
with the sounds of Dabrowski's Mazurka
(the present National Anthem). Everybody
believed in a quick victorious war, and al-
most no one thought this was the begin-
ning of the over four years of struggle...

DECLARATION OF WAR

Count Leopold von Berchtold, Imperial-
Royal Foreign Minister of the Austro-
-Hungarian Monarchy to the Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister of the King-
dom of Serbia:

Vienna, Guly 28, 1974.

The Royal Government of Serbia has nof res-
ponded in a satisfactory manner fo the nofe of
Guly 23, 1974, presented by the Austro-FHun-
garian Minister in Belgrade. The Fmperial-
Royal Government finds it necessary fo provi-
de the defense of its rights and inferests, and, as
a result must resort fo the force of arms. Fn con-
sequence, as of now Austro-Hungary considers
ifself in the state of war with Oerbia.

— Count Berchtold
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THE GREAT WAR

Russian infantry (1915), MLP Archives




THE GREAT WAR
IN MALOPOLSKA

— the Tribute of Blood and the Time of Glory

J1 he news of the death of
Archduke Franz Ferdi-
nand [Habsburg], the heir
to the throne, and his wife
reached the local Imperial-
Royal correspondence office
after 3 pm. The office sent
it out immediately to the
editorial offices of all dai-
ly newspapers,” wrote the
Krakow Time daily newspa-
per, having received the in-
formation about the assas-
sination committed on June
28, 1914 before the eyes of
the crowds in the Bosnian

T sHOT TWICE...

Sarajevo. Despite the nerv-
ous atmosphere of the fol-
lowing days, the situation
was not clear: it was believed
that the war hanging in the
air would be another local
conflict; however, the mili-
tary strategists had long ago
written different scenarios...

THE OUTBREAK

OF THE FIRST
WORLD WAR

The Austrian government
declared war with Serbia

on July 28, 1914, triggering
the actions of other coun-
tries, which resulted from
the complicated system
of international alliances.
A day later, Russia ordered
mobilization, to which Ger-
many reacted with an ulti-
matum presented to Russia,
demanding demobilization.
The ultimatum was reject-
ed and Germany declared
war with Russia on August 1,
1914. On August 2, Germa-
ny demanded that Belgium
(a neutral country) permits

The arrest of Gavrilo Princip,
1914, Wikimedia Commons Archives

When the next automobile approached, I recognized the
Archduke [Franz Ferdinand Habsburg]. But when I saw
that a lady [Sophie, Duchess of Hohenberg] was sitting
next to him, I hesitated for a moment: should I shoot,
or not. At this moment, a strange feeling overwhelmed
me and I aimed at the heir to the throne from the pave-
ment. It was all that easier as the automobile slowed
down at the road turn.. I think I shot twice, maybe
more times, because I was very excited," this is how
the Serbian assassin, Gavrilo Princip, who shot seven
times to the Austro-Hungarian heir to the throne, tes-
tified a few quarters of an hour after the assassina-
- tion. Like many of his contemporaries, he absolutely
did not expect that the assassination would be the di-
rect cause of the outbreak of the World War.

16 }Ia}opolsl(n: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

THE GREAT WAR IN MALOPOLSKA

s i e

Emperor Wilhelm I of Germany attempting
to devour the world, a French caricature
of 1915, Wikimedia Commons Archives

the march of the German army through the
Belgian territory but it did not receive the
permission. The following day Germany de-
clared war with France, and on August 4, its
army crossed the Belgian border, which re-
sulted in England declaring war with Germa-
ny. While on August 6, 1914, Austro-Hunga-
ry started the war against Russia...

In the course of several months Europe
was thrown into the fire of war — the fighting
on the land, the sea and in the air went on
from Flanders to Serbia and from the Baltic
Sea to the Dardanelles. The two main Euro-
pean fronts — the Western Front on the ter-
ritory of France and Belgium, and the East-
ern Front running from the Baltic Sea shore
to the Carpathian Mountains — became the

arenas of the war drama. The old world
had never until then seen the fighting on
such a scale: the Eastern Front was about
1,770 km long, not including the Caucasus
region; in contrast the Western Front in
France was 643 km long.

MILITARY OPERATIONS
IN MALOPOLSKA

At the turn of the 19" and 20™ centuries, the
headquarters staff of the Imperial-Royal army
perceived Galicia as the territory which should
potentially serve as the base for the Austri-
an offensive against Russia, or as the buffer
zone, which would be attacked first in case
of the Russian army’s offensive. This was be-
cause this area boasted the most convenient
operational axes running from the Kingdom
of Poland and the territories located further
east: through Galicia and the Carpathian pass-
es deep into the territories of the Habsburg
Monarchy. After many revisions of the plans,
it was decided that the principal fortification
elements of the defensive of the Habsburg
Empire from the Russian side would consist
of two strategic fortresses of the first degree:
Krakow Fortress enclosing the Viennese di-
rection - the protection of the Moravian Gate,
and Przemysl Fortress enclosing the Budapest
direction - the “Gate of Hungary.”

The main task of the Russian commander
of the southwest front at the beginning of the
military operations in 1914 was to carry out a
hurricane attack, aimed to conduct the dou-
ble envelopment of the Imperial-Royal Army
and to cut it off from the side of the Vistula
River by the Russian Fourth Army, and from
the side of the Dniester River and the Car-
pathian connections by the Eighth Russian
Army, and finally to destroy the enemy im-
prisoned in the Eastern Galicia. Soon, a sig-
nificant part of the Eastern Galicia fell into
the Russian hands, and the failures of the

I\‘Ia}opolsl{n: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail



he political atmosphere of Galicia in the years

preceding the outbreak of the First World War
was very heated. One of the trends which gained
greater and greater influence at the time was
the independence movement headed by
Jozef Pitsudski. Born in 1867 in Lithua-
nia (in the vicinity of Vilnius), he joined
the Russian revolutionary movement dur-
ing his university years in Charkov, and
for his alleged participation in the prep-
aration of the tsar assassination attempt,
he spent five years in exile in Siberia. Af-
ter his return, he became involved in the
socialist activity but soon began regarding
socialist ideas as only a means to an end in
the goal of Polish independence. As he him-
self put it, he got off the “Socialism” train at the
“Independence” station. Threatened with arrests on
the territory of Russian-occupied Poland, he moved to
Galicia, where he lived and worked — mostly in Krakow.

A VILNTUS SOCIALIST
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he symbolic beginning of the

Polish path to independence F ]: RST CUMPANY
during the First World War was the

departure of the First Cadre Company of the Riflemen from Krakow. This
first Polish military formation since the time of the January Uprising, set
off from Krakow’s Oleandry on the day of the Austro-Hungarian declara-
tion of war against Russia, August 6, 1914, heading toward the nearby bor-
der with Russia in Michalowice, and then marched to Kielce. Fewer than two
hundred members of the Rilfemen’s Association and other Rifle organizations
from Galicia, poorly armed with outdated Austrian rifles, were charged with

a task to start an anti-Russian insurrection in the Congress Kingdom of Poland.
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Jozef Pilsudski’s Proclamation to the Nation
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

The decisive time has come! Poland has ceased to be a slave and now decides about her fate
alone, she wants to build her future, throwing her own armed forces on the scale of events. The cadres of the
Polish Army have entered the territory of the KINGDOM OF POLAND on behalf of the Chief Command of the National
Government. They have seized the land for the sake of the appropriate, true and the only host - THE POLISH
NATION, who has fertilized and enmhanced this soil with its own blood. We are casting off the shackles of our
Nation’s bondage, and are bringing conditions of normal development to each strata of society.

As of today, the ENTIRE NATION should unite in one camp under the command of the NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT. Only traitors will remain beyond the camp, and we can be ruthless toward them.

Commander-in-Chief of the Polish Army,
Jozef Pitsudski

in Galicia prevented this from happening and
thanks to their influence, the Polish Legions were
formed in Vienna on August 16, 1914, in order to

Soon, the First Company was followed by oth-

er riflemen’s units together with Pitsudski. Unfor-
tunately, his plans of starting an uprising in Con-
gress Poland turned out to be unrealistic, which
was soon noticed by the Austrian command, who

fight against Russia on the side of Austro-Hun-
gary. Pitsudski reported to the Polish Legions to-
gether with his riflemen’s units, declaring his
willingness to join them, in subordination to the

even demanded that the riflemen’s unit are dis-
solved and incorporated into the Austro-Hun-
garian Army. But the political parties operating

Instead of the intended two legions: Eastern Legion and Western Le- DEVELUPMENT
gion, only the latter was eventually established in the summer of
1914. However, soon afterwards, the growing forces of the We- DF THE P DLI SH

stern Legion entered the fights, incorporated into one regiment
headed by Jozef Pitsudski. In the middle of December of 1914,

thanks to the continuing influx of volunteers, the First Brigade of the Polish Le- LEGI UNS
gions was established, and Pilsudski, who was now promoted to Brigadier, was put

in its command.

Galician Supreme National Committee.

An appeal to enlist in the Polish
Legions, 1920, MLP Archives
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cond and Third), formed in September of
1914, were transferred by the Austrian com-
mand to the Eastern Carpathians, where they
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This is also where the Second Brigade, the = .

so-called Carpathian Brigade, was formed in
May of 1915. The Third Brigade was also
established at the same time and consisted of
the Fourth and Sixth Regiments of the Le-
gion Infantry.

All three brigades were united only in
October of 1915, when they were transfer-
red to the front in Volhynia. They then consti-
tuted the total of about 16,500 soldiers. In the middle of 1916, the briga-
des were officially incorporated into the Polish Auxiliary Corps, and then
into the Polish Armed Forces that fought not on the side of the Austro-
Hungarian forces but on the side of the German army.
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A legionary, 1914, MLP Archives

In July of 1917 Pitsudski invoked the so-called Oath Crisis: the legionaries
of the First and Third Brigades declined to swear allegiance and obedience to
the Emperor Wilhelm II of Germany. Some of them were interned, Pitsudski
was imprisoned in Magdeburg, and the remainder of the soldiers originating
from Galicia were incorporated into the Austro-Hungarian Army. Most of the
Second Brigade did make the oath but in February of 1918, when the Central
Powers gave the Chetm region away to the emerging independent Ukraine,
these soldiers forced their way through the front near Rarancza to Rus-
sia. This was the end of the legion epic whose memory was carefully main-
tained by the elites of the Second Polish Republic. Although in

fact, many members of these elites, especially the military elites, TI_E U ATH CR:[ S :[ S
themselves served in the ranks of the Legions.

i

1914:
« Battle of Anielin (October 22) and Battle of Laski 19 14_ 19 ]_ 5

(October 23-26) during the German-Austrian of- 6/VIl
fensive on Deblin 1915:
« Battle of Krzywoptoty (November 16-19) « Fights at the Nida River J B
« Fights in the vicinity of Limanowa (e.g. Chysz- (March) 1914

kowki, Marcinkowice, the Kamienica River Val- « Battle of Konary (May 16-25)

ley), during the Battle of Lapanoéw and Limanowa
(November and December)

« Battle of Lowczowek (December 22-25) during
the Russian “Christmas” offensive

during the Central Powers’ offen-
sive in the Kingdom of Poland

« Battle of Jastkow (July 31-August 2) and Battle of
Kamionka (August 4-7) in the Lublin region



Tadeusz Kasprzycki (1891-1978) —
independence activist, member of the Riflemen’s
Association, in August of 1914 Commander of =& )
the First Cadre Company, and then Staff Officer ~ ye Legions before d;i:) .
in the First Brigade, one of the organizers of the ~ September 1914, Krakot
Polish Military Organization.
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arting for the front,
MLP Archives

Wiadystaw “Belina” Prazmowski (1888—
LEGI DN —1938) — member of the Union for Active
Resistance and the Riflemen’s Association,

commander of the first seven-man patrol
lvﬂvl NDER sent out on August 2, 1914 by Pitsudski from

Krakow to the Russian-occupied part of Poland,

2  Edward “Smigly” Rydz (1886-1941) — then founder and Commander of the Legion
% :§ member of the Union for Active Resistance and Cavalry, first in the squadron, and then in
%E the Riflemen’s Association, Commander of the the First Ulhan Regiment, called “Beliniaks.”
© & Third Legion Battalion, he is credited for the
:;‘ f: surprise attack on the Cossacks in Chyszowki Kazimierz Sosnkowski (1885-1969) — one of the
% £ in the late November of 1914, since the middle closest associates of Jozef Pitsudski, founder of
& £ of December of 1914 until the summer of the Union for Active Resistance, Chief of Staff of
:_5 % 1917 Commander of the First Regiment of the Pifsudski’s First Regiment, then in the First Brigade
:é § Legion Infantry, and Commander of the Polish of the Polish Legions, personally commanded the
‘ég E)“ Military Organization. First Brigade in the Battle of Lowczowek.
T o=
é :5: The “Beliniak” soldiers, 1915, MLP Archives
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he Imperial and Royal Aviation Troops established in the 1890° and ini-

tially deploying balloons and airships (zeppelins) for military pur-
poses, were an integral part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. At
the outbreak of the Great War, the Austro-Hungarian Air
Force consisted of an airship unit with the technical crew,
15 aircraft divisions, and 12 units of observation bal-
loons. The aircraft divisions had at their disposal
the total of over 100 airplanes (about 80 recon-
naissance aircraft and about 30 trainers)

with the range of ca. 150 km and the C\’\xﬂo
speed of 90-100 km per hour. The @@&%&@d
air fleet consisted mostly of air- \x&‘(’e«o{?

craft manufactured domestically %

and aircraft models imported from
Germany and manufactured on the
German license. The Austro-Hun-
garian air force had at their disposal in

the years 1914-1915 such aircraft models AUSTRO_H[INGARIAN
as the Lloyd C.II, reconnaissance aircraft and at the

same time a light bomber; the Fokker A.ITI, monoplane A]:R FORCE ]:N THE
fighter aircraft with a machine gun synchronized with

the propeller speed; the Aviatik C.I, a reconnaissance A 1 1 4 1 1
biplane, and the Hansa-Brandenburg B.I. biplane trainer. YE RS 9 - 9 5

Several military airports were created on the territory of the Danube Monar-

chy in order to meet the demands of the growing air force of the Royal- A :[ RP URTS
Imperial Austro-Hungarian pilots, including the stronghold airport in Krakow

Fortress. It was established in 1912 on the area of 55 hectares purchased from IN KR AKDW
the Dominican brothers, and located east of the Uhlan barracks in Rakowice,

Krakow. The Austrian headquarters established there Flugpark 7 (airpark) FURTRESS
with the entire operational base.

Photographic evidence shows that another airfield, located in the vicinity of Wawel Hill, on
Blonie Park, also operated in Krakow in 1914. First flights took off from the air-
field in 1914. :

During the First World War airplanes operating _gsse” ™
from the Rakowice airport played an important

logistical role: Austro-Hungary provided mail
services to the besieged Przemysl Fortress, made
reconnaissance, coordinated artillery fire, at-
tacked the Russian forces, as well as fought aerial
duals with tsarist airplanes. In 1917 Krakow was
incorporated into the regular airmail line between
Vienna — Krakow — Lemberg — Kiev, later extended
to Odessa. This airmail line operated efficiently until
the fall of the Royal-Imperial Monarchy. b

MLP Archives
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AFROPLANES ABOVE KRAKOW
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The KrakowW

n Thursday, December 3, 1914, two tsarist pi-

lots, flying in the French-constructed Vois-
in aircraft, several hundred metres above Krakow,
dropped the first aircraft bomb in the history of the
city. It hit the annex building of the mansion at the
present 6 Bogustawskiego Street (then Jasna Street)
at 11 a.m. The bomb went through the roof and ex-
ploded in the attic, which housed the storage of the
1. Meisels Trade-Installation Company. The explod-
ing enemy missile completely destroyed the ware-
house of porcelain toilet bowls, closets, and tubs.
The mansion, bombed in December of 1914, became
famous for another reason as well — Czestaw Milosz,
Nobel Prize winner, resided there several decades lat-
er. Soon afterwards, the same Russian pilots dropped
another bomb which fell near the garrison hospital at
the present Wroctawska Street. These were most like-
ly the failed attempts at targeting a viaduct, the rail-
way station, or Kleparz Fort.

BOMBING OF KRAKOW

e Airports ML AR S
Rakowic® 5

he fortress balloon units became an or-

ganizational and structural part of the for-
tress artillery in 1902. Heavy artillery played
a key role in the Battle of Krakow in December
of 1914, and the artillery fire was directed from
the observation

balloons locat- B ALLOONS IN

ed above the

weooer THE BATTLE
rne == (JF KRAKOW

£

.
e
AVIATION FASHION L4
. War correspondent for the Hungarian press, Ferenc Molnér, described the appearance of the crew of
a Hungarian aircraft returning from a reconnaissance flight in the following way: \
Tito bears jump out. "The figures are twice as fat as a man, hairy from head to toe, no nose or eyes
| are visible from beneath the furs and leathers. The soldiers tear off the furry sacks of them .. ]

~ and finally from the pile of furs and leathers emerges an officer pilot. His eyes shine, his face
is red as an apple. In addition, beneath the furs he is wearing a winter hat and pilot helmet, and
| a large shawl around his neck." .
One needed a lot of imagination to predict the development of aviation fashion. However, in Jan-
uary of 1915 Molndr wrote down the prophetic words: "Somebody said that in the future air force
~ would be the most elegant kind of weapons." \

n the fall of 1918 new logos, the first marks of Polish Air

Force, were painted on the airplanes captured from the German
and Austro-Hungarian airports, after the black crosses, the hith-
erto symbol of nationality

saus weeeoetoin - FTRST POLIOH

paint. The so-called

ot ATRPLANE LOGOS
ated by Roman Flor-

er, were given to the First Combat Escadrille, the first Polish Air
Force unit. The Krakow logo consisted of the red letter Z against
a square white background, and it was painted both on the air-
craft fuselage and on the wings.

A H ir Force from
e I _Hungarian Al

ford, ace of the Austro

Frank Linke-Craw MLP Archives

An ID card of a Krakow Rakowice pilot, ‘
' the Great War perio

1919, MLP Archives

It was clearly felt in October of 1918
that the end of the once powerful Aus-
tro-Hungary is near. Independence was
getting close but the occupying armies
were still located within the borders of the .
former Republic of Poland. Roman Flor- s —
er, head of the airbase in the Krakow Rako- 4
wice, together with his Polish subordinates,
decided to take over the airport complex
for the emerging independent Polish state.
It was not easy to capture the airport, since
Florer’s unit consisted of only twenty Poles.
However, it was this small group that pre-
vented the plunder of the resources, destruc-
tion of the magazines, and the pilots’ escape
with the planes to Vienna on the night of Oc-
tober 31, 1918, and then handed the airport
over to the command of the Polish authorities.
This is how The Krakow Rakowice became
the first airport of the independent Poland.

RAKOWICE IN
THE POLISH HANDS



The Albatros C.I, Wikimedia Commons Archives

he Krakow Aeroclub organized the

Great Aviation Exhibition in 1964 on the
area of the former airport in Rakowice. The
exhibits put together for the purpose of the
exhibition became the origin of the collection
of the Aviation Museum established a few
years later. Nowadays, the museum uses the
preserved airport buildings, such as a large
historic hangar. Among the exhibits are all

kinds of aircraft (fighter, reconnaissance,
trainer, ambulance, agricultural airplanes,
etc.), helicopters, gliders, as well as aircraft engines, and anti-aircraft missile weapons. The Krakow
Aviation Museum collection is considered one of the most interesting collections of this type in the
world, and the machines from the time of the First World War are truly unique.

Relatively few German airplanes dating from the years 1914-1918 have been preserved in the world,
since the Treaty of Versailles that ended the First World War forced the defeated Germany to complete-
ly destroy all its military airplanes. The Polish Aviation Museum in Krakow boasts the unique German
fighter Halberstadt CL.IT dating from 1917, the LFG Roland D.VI and the Albatros H.1 from 1918. A bit
older than the above-mentioned planes, the Albatros C.I is a reconnaissance two-seat
aircraft made entirely of wood. The DFW C.V was also used for observation and P O L :[ SH
photographic reconnaissance. The Krakow model dating from 1917 is the only

aircraft of this type preserved in the world. The LVG B.II biplane dating from AV :[ AT:[ UN
1917 is an example of a trainer aircraft.

The Russian machines dating from the First World War are repre- M[JSE[JM
sented by the Grigorovich M-15

dating from 1917, reconnaissance

flying boat, used for observation
in the military maritime aviation.
Also worth noting is the model of
the most famous British fighter
of the First World War: Sopwith
F.1 Camel from 1917, renowned
for its manoeuvrability and com-
bat efficiency.

POLISH AVIATION MUSEOM IN KRAKOW ~

alopolska Region,

Vel
Cultural ISEIOTEICE €, ) g 10 6409960,

al. Jana Pawl ./ fin. Mz
ictwa.pl, TP
infonuZe“mlomm?an ue-Sun 9an~Tpm;
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A fragment of the exhibition of the Polish Aviation
Museum in Krakow, photo by J. Gorlach
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The course of the Eastern Front in the years 1914-1915

Imperial-Royal Army sealed the fate of Lem-
berg. Przemysl Fortress, hitherto the head-
quarters of the Austrian army, was encircled.

The November of 1914 was the month of the
greatest Russian successes on the Galician

A legionary unit, MLP Archives
oy

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

front. The Russian front was then moved
into the region of villages of Wolbrom and
Stomniki in the vicinity of Krakow, and then
east of Brzesko and Nowy Sacz, it ran towards
the Carpathian Mountains, where only a few
points hindered the tsarist army’s passage to
the south. Around November 11 1914 r., before
the commencement of the new Austro-Ger-
man offensive, the Russian army reached the
positions located furthest to the west during
the Great War, and occupied almost six sev-
enth of the territory of Galicia and almost
the entire Kingdom of Poland, nearly reach-
ing the border with Germany. The Battle of
Krzywoptoty was fought November 16-19 in
the northern part of Matopolska. Polish le-
gionaries and Austro-Hungarian soldiers man-
aged to stop the Russian advancement to the
northwest of Krakow.

THE GREAT WAR IN MALOPOLSKA

Tsar Nicholas IT of Russia,
1917, MLP Archives

The first reports of fights
around Krakow itself ap-
peared in the Krakow press
on November 18, 1914, which
was supposed to prevent
panic among the civil popu-
lation. However, the gravity
of the situation could not be
concealed, since the rumble
of cannons could be heard in
the preceding few days. The
cannons went silent on No-
vember 25, 1914, but sound-
ed again on December 1. Dur-
ing the so-called First Battle
of Krakow, the Russian army
reached the point commem-
orated after the war with the
obelisk on Kaim Hill, and on
December 6, 1914 the front-
line ran merely 10 km away
from the Main Market Square.
It was on December 6, 1914,
that the crew of the fortress
besieged from both sides

decided to counterattack and
after a several-hour-long in-
tense battle with bayonets,
not only did they drive out
the enemy from Biezanow
but they also conquered the
entire range of hills separat-
ing Krakow from Wieliczka.
The Battle of Krakow
stopped the main Russian
attack and the Austro-Hun-
garians now planned to de-
finitively stop the advance of
the “steam roller” as the Rus-
sian offensive was called, and
the battles fought south of
Krakow December 2-12, 1914,
i.e. the Battle of kapanéw and
Limanowa, were supposed to
decide about the result. The
group of legionaries that also
participated in the battle, was
soon transformed into the
First Brigade of the Polish Le-
gions. In the early December
of 1914, an over 60-km wide
gap was formed between the
Russian army units, and the

SHoTS 1IN THE WEST

Austro-Hungarian reserves
entered the gap on Decem-
ber 3, 1914. The units con-
centrated in the region of
Chaboéwka, Mszana Dolna
and Dobra began to encir-
cling the Russian wing, head-
ing toward Rajbrot, but the
maneuver was noticed and
the Russians began to pre-
pare the defence so efficiently
that it was only on December
7 that they were driven away
beyond the Stradomka River.
The Battle of Limanowa be-
gan on December 8, 1914, and
despite the exhaustion the le-
gion units conquered Zalesie,
Kamienica and £agcko.

The First Brigade of the
Polish Legions also fought
December 22-25, in the Battle
of kowczdéwek, the so-called
Christmas Battle. This en-
counter temporarily stopped
the Russian forces advancing
to the west, which allowed
the Austrians to expand the

Maria Kromkayowa, resident of Biecz, left the following en-
try in her journal: "Jan 14, [1915]. Shots heard in the dis-
tance to the west. Ours shoot energetically in the south.
... 14 degrees of frost. Winter is coming. It would be good,
since the Russian army brought along cholera and there were
already three dangerous cases of illness, as there are
horses and dirt around the houses. People live in want of
salt. The Moskals promise to go away to Hungary, as soon as
the earth freezes. - The question is if the Austrians will
let you. - We’ll go. They have nice castles there, so we’ll
spoil them, just like the Magyars spoilt ours in Russia."

Nla}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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front on the Tarnéw — Gorlice line. The front
remained at these positions for long months
and for the first time in history, it took on the
form of developed defensive positions with the
lines of rifle pits, shelters, reserve positions,
trenches, and so on. The change of the situ-
ation occurred only after the Battle of Gorlice
fought May 2-5, 1915. It was one of the most

it led to the one of the largest breakthroughs
of the front in the history of Europe. As a re-
sult of the Battle of Gorlice, the Austrian and
German forces finally drove the Russian army
out to the east and forced it to retreat.

After the Gorlice breakthrough in May of
1915, the Corps of the Austro-Hungarian First
Army, headed by General Viktor Dankl, op-

significant battles of the First World War, since ~ erating on the northern bank of the Vistula

TwveLIne oF War Operations v Maroporska 1914-1915
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July 28, 1914 . . . . ... .. hustro-Hungary declares war with Serbia

hug 3, 1914 . . ... First Cadre Company formed in Krakow

hug 6, 1914 . . ... First Cadre Company sets off from Oleandry

hug 23-25, 1914 . . . . .. .. the Battle of Krasnik

Sept 4-14, 1914 . . . . .. .. the Russian army reaches the Pilica - Wolbrom - Skafa -

Stomniki - Proszowice - Nowe Brzesko line on the left bank
of the Vistula River

Sept 17-Oct 10, 1914. . . . . . first siege of Przemysl

Nov 5, 1914-Mar 23, 1915. . . . second siege of Przemysl

Nov 10, 1914. . . . . . . . .. the Russian army enters Tarnow

Nov 16-22, 1914 . . . . . . .. the First Battle of Krakow

Nov 16-19, 1914 . . . . . . .. the Battle of Krzywoploty

Dec 211, 1914. . . . . .. .. the Battle of Limanowa and the halt of the Russian army
offensive

Dec 4, 1914 . . . . ... ... Wieliczka conquered by the Russians and the beginning of the
Second Battle of Krakow

Dec b, 1914 . . . . ... ... fights for Kaim Hill and Biezanow

Dec 13, 1944. . . . . . .. .. Russians retreat from Krakow

Dec 22-25, 1914 . . . . . . .. the Battle of Fowczowek

S a failed attempt to retrieve PrzemySl Fortress besieged
by the Russians

Mar 221915, . . . .. .. .. the Capitulation of Przemysl, captured by the Russian forces
the following day

May 2-5, 1916 . . . . . . . .. the Battle of Gorlice and the Austro-Hungarian Army’s
breakthrough of the Russian front

May 5, 1916 . . . . .. .. .. the Austro-Hungarian forces enter Tarnéw

May 15, 1916. . . . . .. . .. the Russian forces retreat to the Nowe Miasto - Sandomierz -
Przemysl - Stryj line

June 6, 1916, . . . .. ... the Austro-Hungarian forces enter PrzemySl

Ma}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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"Skinny Emma:" Skoda 30,5 cm M. 11. howitzer,
equipment of the Austro-Hungarian Army,
drawing by S. Kuiecifski

River followed the retreating Fourth Russian
Army forces. This attack, after recapture of
Przemysl and Lemberg, almost led to the
collapse of the Russian front in the south.
During the council of war in Baranowicze,
attended by Tsar Nicholas Il himself, the de-
cision was reached to retain the Kingdom
of Poland as long as possible, and to focus
on the northwestern front. However, on Au-
gust 5, in order to avoid the threat of encir-
clement, the Russians had to desert Warsaw.

Thus, as a result of the spring-summer
offensive of the Central Powers, almost the
entire Galicia, Kingdom of Poland, Lithua-
nia and Courland fell into the hands of Ger-
mans and Austrians. What was achieved
after the year of struggles and at the enor-
mous expense, could have been achieved
in the first month of fighting, had the plans
of old Fieldmarshal von Moltke been re-
alized, instead of the unrealistic Schlief-
fen Plan, which focused on concentrat-
ing the majority of German troops in the
fight against France, and only then on fac-
ing Russia. The events of the first year on
the Eastern Front caused enormous dam-
age and losses on the Polish lands, which
now were entirely in the hands of the Cen-
tral Powers.

Procress Brineng Deat

Many innovative solutions were im-
plemented for the first time during
the First World War in order to.. kill
more efficiently. The heavy machine
guns and rapid-fire artillery can-
nons brought devastation. The Euro-
pean fronts featured aircraft, tanks,
flamethrowers, and terrifying chemi-
cal weapons in the form of gas.

GREAT ARMIES

In the summer of 1914, the armies of three
powers confronted one another at the Eastern
Front. The mighty Russian army was above
all countered by the much smaller Austro-
Hungarian forces, since the Germans con-
centrated the majority of their forces on the
Western Front. However, the Russian supe-
riority in numbers was evened out by their
poorer armament and training, which took
its toll especially in the subsequent war years.
Although, the basic weapon of the Russian
infantry, the Mosin-Nagant rifle, was almost
equal to the Austro-Hungarian Mannlicher-
Schonauer rifle, or the German Mauser rifle,
the Austrians and German possessed much
more artillery and machine guns. The supe-
riority of artillery, especially the use of the
heavy cannons, was clearly visible in partic-
ular during the Battle of Gorlice. At the be-
ginning of the Great War, the air force did not
have much combat significance on the East-
ern Front, and it mostly functioned as the mil-
itary intelligence. In fact, the Russians had at
their disposal many airplanes, but these were
the French constructions and they soon ran
out of spare parts, and had too few trained
pilots. The situation of the Austro-Hungarian
and German air force was much better. Apart

I\‘Ia}opolskn: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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Steyr-Mannlicher M1895 rifle
(Austro-Hungarian Army),
drawing by S. Kwiecifski

from the aircraft, the obser-
vation air balloons were used
for gathering intelligence at
the battlefield, while the Rus-
sians used their numerous
cavalry on a large scale.
The land forces of the
Austro-Hungary Army con-
sisted of the joint army (Ge-
meinsame Armee), national
defense units and the re-
serve force of general mo-
bilization (Landsturm). The
army conscription encom-
passed men aged 19 to 50,
and in the Hungarian part
of the empire men aged 19
to 55. The time of service

Austro-Hungarian artillery, 1915,

on the frontline, depend-
ing on the formation, last-
ed between 2 and 4 years.
The official language was
German, but the army nat-
urally reflected the com-
plicated ethnic structure
of the Habsburg Monar-
chy: the army featured the
Austrian Germans, Czechs,
Poles, Ukrainians, Hungar-
ians, Romanians, Slovaks,
Croatians, Serbs, Slovenes,
Italians, and numerous Jews.
The basic uniform of the Im-
perial-Royal infantry at the
beginning of the First World
War consisted of the uniform
jacket, simple trousers and
a hat in the Hechtgrau (grey-
blue) colour.

The German Army, that
is the Deutsche Kaiserliche
Armee (the Imperial Ger-
man Army), consisted of

MLP Archives

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

four contingents, formally
commanded by the rulers
of the kingdom states of the
Empire: the Prussian, Sax-
on, Wirttemberg, and Ba-
varian contingents. The lat-
ter stood out with a different
battledress, and the Bavari-
an units formed separate Ba-
varian Corps. Apart from the
Germans, who served in the
Imperial Army, it also includ-
ed the Emperor’s subjects
drafted from ethnic minor-
ities, such as above all Poles
from Greater Poland, Gdansk
Pomerania and Upper Silesia.
In the initial phases of the
Great War, the German Infan-
try was easily recognizable
even from a large distance,
thanks to a characteristic
Pickelhaube placed on the
helmets. The infantry uni-
forms in the Feldgrau (grey)
colour stood out with their
crimson hems.

The Imperial Russian
Army, colloquially known as
the tsarist army, was among
the largest armies in number
in Europe. Organizationally,
it encompassed 14 military
divisions. The army con-
sisted not only of Russians,
but also of representatives
of other nationalities and
ethnic groups, such as the
Tartars, Cossacks, Lithua-
nians, Poles, Ukrainians, or
Finns. The official language
was Russian. The basic uni-
form of the Russian infan-
try in 1914 consisted of the

THE GREAT WAR IN MALOPOLSKA

Kustenmavstze M.14

In 1914 the Austro-Hungarian army began using the "42 cm L/15 Kiistenhaubitze" howitzer (bar-
rel length - 6,290 mm, weight - 117,000 kg, shell - 800/1,000 kg). A special independent unit
was formed to operate the Howitzer on the battlefield: Battery No. 1, which consisted of 8 of-
ficers and 200 soldiers (the direct combat operating of the howitzer battery involved 27 peo-
ple). It undervent the baptism of fire in the January of 1915, when the first shots were fired
at the Russian-occupied Tarnow. During the fire, the detailed bearing was sent via telephone
from the observation balloon and via radio (for the first time in the military history!) from
the board of the Muzzl Aircraft type Albatros D III. It allowed for a point destruction of
military targets, at the same time saving the devastation of the civil substance of the city,

which at the time was unprecedented.

uniform jacket, simple trousers and a side
cap in the brown-olive colour.

AFTERMATH OF THE GREAT WAR

The Great War was one of the largest conflicts
in the history of the world: in total, over 65 mil-
lion people fought on all sides. It was also an-
other factor, after the French Revolution and
the transformations of the 19" century, that
determined the departure of the old world
into the past. The great monarchies: Russian,
Germany, and Austro-Hungary collapsed in
the fall of 1918, and new countries were cre-
ated on their ruins: the Czechoslovak Repub-
lic, Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes,
i.e. the first Yugoslavia. Independent Poland
was reborn, and the map of Europe now fea-
tured Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia.
The war, lasting for more than four years,
incurred monstrous and unprecedented loss-
es. The number of civil casualties reached
10 million, while the soldier casualties — over
8 million. Economy of the European coun-
tries, ruined by the war, was recovering with
great difficulty, the unemployment rates
were skyrocketing, as was the inflation, fam-
ine, and pandemics, including the influenza

pandemic, the so-called Spanish flu. In ad-
dition, the great migrations of the popula-
tion were not conducive to the economic de-
velopment. Moreover, the arms industry no
longer operated, and no other industry ex-
isted. Most of the cities, towns and villages
on the frontline were in ruins, and some of
them were never rebuilt.

The specific legacy of the Great War are
the war cemeteries. Matopolska features
over 400 of them, with over 60,000 soldiers
of all fighting armies buried there. War cem-
eteries, located in the vicinity of the battle-
fields in Galicia, were established by the Kra-
kow Unit of War Graves. The unit member
architects and craftsmen transformed the
necropolises into unique historic works of
art. The most interesting cemeteries are
located on Pustki Hill, in Staszkéwka and
Eowczowek.

THIS IS NOT A PEACE. ..

In 1919 as the peace conference in Versailles
was coming to an end, one of the great French
commanders, Marshal Ferdinand Foch made
aprophetic statement: “This is not a peace. It
is an armistice for twenty years."

Nla}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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KRAKOW
AND THE VICINITY

— The Austrian Stronghold
and the Cradle of the Legions

Krakow — the capital of the region — is an extremely important site on the Matopolska First
World War's Eastern Front Trail. The famous First Cadre Company departed from the city, which
was transformed into the mighty stronghold in the 19" century. North of Krakow the trail re-
traces the footsteps of the legionaries, who headed toward Kielce. Further on, you can head
toward the hills of the Jurassic Krakowsko-Czestochowska Upland, which in the fall of 1914
witnessed the fights aiming to prevent the Russian offensive of the so-called “steam roller,”
which was supposed to pass by Krakow from the northwest. The Austro-Hungarian and Rus-
sian forces clashed against each other at Skata, Rzeplin, Trzycigz, Jangro¢ and in the vicinity
of Wolbrom, while the Polish legionaries fought a difficult battle at Krzywoptoty.

KRAKOW

Kaim Hill (265 m above sea level) rises nearthe 4 A | 2z
city border, at the entrance to Krakow from the KRAKOW / ‘ y
side of Wieliczka. The Austrians established AND THE VIC ¢ ~
field fortifications on the hill, which were the o 10 ) Oy

A, N

largest external unit of the Krakow Fortress. s
During the fights in 1914 many bloody bayo- e o C ;‘j?,%vl‘e‘k‘
net clashes with the Russian infantry invading AR \

the trenches took place on the site. Eventually,
the Austrians forced the Russians to retreat to-
ward Wieliczka. A year later, in commemora-
tion of the victory on Kaim Hill an obelisk [1]

was erected, funded by the command ofKra-
kow Fortress. It featured the inscription: “This

is where the Austro-Hungarian Army defeat-
ed the farthest reaching units of the Russian

forces on December 6, 1914".

Other historic monuments on the trail are
part of the fortification system that constitut-
ed Krakow Fortress (German Festung Krakau).
This unique complex of military structures |
was created in several stages in the years ;y;eg‘nf,'
1848-1916. The first stage was completed 207" /)
on May 26, 1856, and on that day Austrian
authorities officially recognized Krakow as
a stronghold. On the eve of the outbreak of

26 }‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

KRAKOW AND THE VICINITY

the Great War, it was the largest stronghold
in Central and Eastern Europe and its basic
operational crew consisted of 12,000 peo-
ple, mostly Poles. 176 structures, such as
forts, military shelters, artillery batteries, as
well as barracks, storage units, and military
hospitals, were scattered on the area of over
500 square km. A military airport was estab-
lished in Rakowice in 1912, as one of the first
airbases in Europe. The road network with
bridges was also an integral element of the

LIFE 1IN THE FORTRESS

Na Groblach Square (ca. 1890), photo by the Ignacy
Krieger Photography Studio, MHK Collection

stronghold. While preparing the fortress for
the war, the military authorities ordered the
construction of field fortifications, indispen-
sable for the fort functioning under war con-
ditions. In order to facilitate the fort operation,
it was necessary to create not only a network
of trenches and abatises in front of and be-
tween the forts of the external ring, but also
to destroy the existing buildings located on

In the late January of 1915, Ferenc Molndr described Krakow Fortress as follows: "Mighti-
ly armed, the fortress guards the German-Austro-Hungarian border. Beyond the forts, eve-
ryday life full of temperament goes on in this wonderful Polish city during the day. If
you have seen the crowded afternoon course of events, fully packed confectionaries and
the public arriving at the theatre, you would hardly believe that you are so close to the
Russian border, in the stronghold in the time of war. You are reminded of the war only
by a terrible noise on the street caused by the mortar battery passing by, and the army
marching south. .. Half past nine in the evening, all grows dark and quiet. Then Krakow
truly becomes a fortress. Life and commotion only go on in the military headquarters."

I\‘Ia}opolsl(n: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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Every visitor to the Krakow Royal Castle and
Cathedral passes by the mighty brick walls
while entering Wawel Hill. But most people
are not aware of the fact that these for-
tifications with magnificent oval caponiers
are not medieval in origin but date from
the modern era. The fortified Wawel Hill,
occupied by the emperor’s army and trans-
formed into barracks, became the central
point of Krakow Fortress: a fort-citadel.

the forefront — this is how many houses and
farmsteads were demolished in 1914, includ-
ing the Mansion in Pekowice, located in front
of Fort no. 44a.

The citadel - Wawel Hill - constituted the
centre of the fortress, which was surround-
ed by a ring of fortifications. The first ring of
fortifications was established in the 1860°

A view of Wawel, UMWM Archives
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and was located merely 600-800 m away
from the Main Market Square, and included
III Kleparz Bastion, and the course of this
ring is now reflected in the outline of Trzech
WieszczOw Avenues. The external lane of the
fortifications, built at the turn of the 19" and
20™ centuries, was located about 11 km away
from the city centre, and included such forts
as Kosocice, Pasternik, Tonie or Grebatow.
The Krakow Fortress Trail was outlined in
Krakow, in order to link most of the buildings
of the former fortress located on the outskirts
of the city. The trail runs mostly along the
so-called front military road, i.e. a road pro-
viding connection between particular parts
of the fortress. The trail is marked with the
colours of the Habsburg Monarchy: yellow
and black. The trail consists of two sections:
southern [2] (41 km) and northern [3]
(60 km). The latter runs along the northern
bank of the Vistula River from Mogita Fort,
along the forts located north of the city, to the
west toward Bielany, where it returns through
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the Wolski Forest and Siko-
rnik Hill to Salwator. Where-
as the southern section links
the forts located south of the
Vistula River: from Laséwka
Fort, along the forts of the
southern part of the exter-
nal fortress ring, to the west,
where it turns back along
the Vistula toward Krzemi-
onki in Podgorze, and ends
in the unique St. Benedict's
Fort. The entire trail features
38 large forts, and also many
smaller fortification struc-
tures and other buildings of
military character.

Prokocim Fort no.50[4]
is located about 4 km away
from the foot of Kaim Hill, at
the conjuction of Medyczna
and Kostaneckiego Streets.
It was erected in the years
1882-1886 as a typical ar-
tillery fort and its main task
was protecting the so-called
Lemberg Route, that is, the
road leading toward Lem-
berg. The fort actively par-
ticipated in the fights against
the Russians in December of
1914, together with the neigh-
bouring forts, since the Rus-
sian offensive took place

_ KRAKOW FORTRESS

Grabowki

Prokocim Fort,
photo by J. Gorlach
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Polish Aviation Museum in Krakow, photo by J. Gorlach

along the axis of the Lem-
berg Route. At present, the
building is not in use.
Kosocice Fort no. 50% [5]
is located merely 2 km fur-
ther south. It was erected

Krzestawice Fort,
photo by P. Jasion

in the years 1897-1899 as
a small armoured fort, and
was equipped with two ar-
moured towers with 8-cm
cannons model 1894 and an
observation tower. Together
with the auxiliary fort locat-
ed about 200 m away and the
neighbouring buildings, this
fort received the main blow
of the Russian attack on Kra-
kow in December. At present,
the fort is in use and is not
open to the public.

Rajsko Fort no. 51 [6]
islocated further 2 km away
to the west. The artillery fort
built in the years 1881-1884
was one of the largest forts
of this kind in the entire
Habsburg Monarchy — its
area is about 2,600 square
metres. It was located on
Rajsko Hill, the highest hill

)’Ia}opolsl{a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

in the area (349 m above
sea level), thanks to which
it was an excellent observa-
tion point. Rajsko Fort was
one of the first forts to be built
with the use of cast concrete.

Heading from Rajsko Fort
to the city centre of Krakow,
after about 10 km you reach
the Polish Aviation Mu-
seum [7]. 1t is located on
the area of the historic Ra-
kowice Airport and it boasts
one of the largest collections
of unique airplanes from
the time of the First World
War, such as the Albatros
C.I, DFW CV or the Aviatik
C.IIL., the reconnaissance fly-
ingboat Grigorovich M-15, as
well asthe Halberstadt CL.II,
LVG Roland D.VI and the fa-
mous British Sopwith E.1
Camel. These machines are

KRAKOW AND THE VICINITY

displayed as part of the “Wings of the Great
War” Exhibition.

Heading toward the northern outskirts of
Krakow, you reach other fortifications, such
as Grgbatéw Fort no. 49% [8]. It was
erected in the years 1897-1899. Four cannons
located in the rotating armoured turrets de-
termined the strength of the fort fire — today
one can admire their tin reconstructions —
and four other cannons in the casemates of
the flanking battery. This fort participated in
the so-called First Battle of Krakow fought
November 20-22, 1914, providing fire support
for the counteroffensive of the Fourth Austro-
Hungarian Army fighting against the Ninth
Russian Army encroaching the fortress. At
present, the fort houses a horse-riding club.

Krzestawice Fort no. 49 [9] is locat-
ed about 800 m further to the west. It was
built in the 1870° but its current appearance

St. Benedict’s Fort, photo by J. Gorlach

is a result of reconstruction carried out in
the years 1881-1886. It is a typical one-em-
bankment artillery fort. This fort fired at the
forefront of the fortress in the direction of the
so-called Proszowice Route in November of
1914, when the Russian forces approached
Krakow from the northeast. Nowadays, the
fort houses a Local Culture Centre.

In order to reach the next fort on the trail,
you need to head about 18 km to the east.
Tonie Fort no. 44 [10] was built in 1879
as the earth entrenchment, and then as a re-
sult of reconstruction, it received the contem-
porary shape of the large armoured fort. Its
main task was the protection of the north-
west corner of the external ring of the Kra-
kow Fortress fortifications and the so-called
Olkusz Route. The fort was equipped in the
Senkpanzer M.2 type extendable-rotatable
gun turrets. They have been preserved almost

Nla}opolslm: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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intact in the right-wing block, and in a slightly
worse condition in the left-wing block. They
are unique buildings of highest historic val-
ue on a European scale.

Apart from the forts, Krakow boasts
many other buildings that were built for the
needs of the fortress garrison, such as the

(VRS TGUI S The Old Town, the
centre of the histor-
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ic mediaeval city of Krakow, with the Main
Market Square, Wawel -the Royal Castle and
Archcathedral on Wawel Hill, and Kazimierz
— once a separate town, today a district of
Krakow with its unique “Jewish town” - all
ofthem have been included on the UNESCO
World Cultural and Natural Heritage List.

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

Storage-Technical Complex of the
Royal-Imperial Army [11], built in the
years 1888-1915 north of the main railway sta-
tion at Rakowicka Street. Among notewor-
thy buildings of the complex is Building no. 4
that was completed in 1911. The underground
part of the building is much more spatial than

The Main Market Square, photo by M. Zareba -

KRAKOW AND THE VICINITY

the part located on the surface. The under-
ground area features reinforced vaults, a very
efficient mechanical and gravitational ven-
tilation system, and even a special tunnel
to the nearby ramp at the rail siding. These
safety measures were necessary since this
is where the Krakow Fortress headquarters
were located. Nowadays, the building hous-
es the Home Army Museum and although its
collection is mostly associated with the his-
tory of the Polish underground state from the
time of the Second World War, nonetheless,
the exhibits include many rifles, bayonets, or
sables used also during the First World War.

The Krakow Btonia Park — a large mead-
ow in the middle of the city — stretches in
the close vicinity of the Old Town. The First
Cadre Company departed from the nearby
location: a group of about 150 legionaries
spent the night near Btonia Park at the gar-
den theatre called Oleandry [12], and some
of the legionaries departed toward Kielce on
Aug. 6, 1914. According to Jozef Pitsudski’s
plans, they were in charge of starting an an-
ti-Russian insurrection in the Kingdom of Po-
land. The monumental Jozef Pitsudski House
was erected for the headquarters of the Polish
Legionaries Association on the site of a the-
atre that burnt down in the interwar period.
Nowadays, it houses e.g. the Independence
Activity Museum. Its collection boasts objects
associated with famous Polish commanders,
legionary memorabilia, exhibitions devoted
to the Second World War, the political opposi-
tion of the Polish People’s Republic, and so on.

MICHALOWICE

Main National Road 7 leads north of Krakow
to the village of Michatowice, once located
in the close vicinity of the border between
the Austrian- and Russian-occupied parts of
Poland. In 1936 an obelisk [13] was placed
there bearing the inscription: “At the order of

Commander Jozef Pitsudki, the First Cadre
Company of the Polish Legions, on their way
to fight for honour and the independence of
the fatherland, demolished the border poles
of the former occupiers of Poland on this site
on August 6, 1914." This way the legionaries
symbolically rejected the division of Poland
among the partitioning monarchies that had
been established over 100 years earlier. This
gesture was supposed to emphasize the fact

The obelisk in Micha%owice-Komora,
photo by J. Gorlach
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WreRE p1p MaRSHAL Presupski’s
KASZTANKA HORSE COME FROM?

The village of Czaple Mate lies southwest
of Miechow. The local manor (at present
housing a school) dating from the turn
of the 19" and 20" centuries belonged to
Eustachy Romer in 1914. On August 9, 1914,
Romer gave the four-year-old mare, which
later became the famous Kasztanka [Chest-
nut Lady], to Jozef Pitsudski, who passed
through Czaple with a unit of riflemen.

that their fight aimed not only at the removal
of the occupying powers, but also at the uni-
fication of the Polish lands and regaining of
independence. The annual March along the
First Cadre Company Trail begins on this site.

MiecHOW

National Road 7 leads from Michatowice
through Stomniki to Miechéw, which features
two monuments of the First World War’s East-
ern Front Trail. The Monument of the In-
dependence Fighters [14] erected in 1916
at the permission of the Austrian command-
er of the town, Lieutenant E Preveaux is lo-
cated in the very heart of the town, on the
large market square. The sculpture of an ea-
gle taking off and flying upward was located
on the top of the tall stone obelisk. It features

LIRERGAREVIHINEE Basilica of the
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Holy Sepulchre in
Miechéw, one of the most significant pil-
grimage centres in Matopolska since the
Middle Ages, featuring an exact copy of
the Holy Sepulchre from Jerusalem.

)’Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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Jozef Pitsudski on his horse Kasztanka,
NAC Archives

a cross in the laurel wreath and an inscrip-
tion in Polish and German: “In memory of the
heroes of all nationalities killed in action in
the Miechow district in the years 1914-1915.”
The intelligence units of the First Cad-
re Company entered Miechéw on August 7,
1914. On August 9, the First Cadre Company
was joined here by another unit that had de-
parted from Krzeszowice together with Jozef
Pitsudski three days earlier. In Miechow, the
two groups of riflemen were transformed into
a battalion, marked as number III in the sub-
sequent months and commanded by Edward
Rydz-Smigty. Immediately afterwards, on
August 9, the riflemen clashed with a unit
of the Russian cavalry outside the town, but
the Russians quickly retreated northeast.
Alarge parish cemetery lies in the southern
outskirts of the town, about 500 metres away

=

The Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre, photo by J. Gorlach
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from the market square. It features quarters of
the 1863 January Uprising fighters, as well as of
the soldiers who were killed in action in Sep-
tember of 1939. The war quarter [15] dating

from the First World War - or in fact its remnants

since most of the military graves were used for
civil burials after the Second World War —is lo-
cated near the southern fence of the cemetery,
at the end of a long alley. At least 520 Russian

and 124 Austro-Hungarian soldiers were bur-
ied there but only a wooden cross and a memo-
rial plaque have been preserved until this day.

Ksiaz WIELKI

Following the footsteps of the First Cadre Com-
pany, you head from Miechéw to Ksigz Wiel-
ki. The riflemen of the First Cadre Company
arrived there on August 7, 1914. 144 riflemen
of the First Cadre Company stationed in the
nearby palace in Miréw [16], the beauti-
ful Renaissance residence of the Myszkowski

The palace in Mirdw, photo by J. Gorlach

and Wielopolski Families, and Jozef Pitsudski

himself arrived there on August 9,1914. The

Renaissance building was erected in the years

1585-1595 according to the design of the fa-
mous architect Santi Gucci, while the neo-
Gothic attic was added during the reconstruc-
tion in the 19™ century.

The war quarter [17] on the parish ceme-
tery is another site on the trail in Ksigz Wielki.
The cemetery is located several hundred me-
tres away from the town centre, on the right-
hand side of the main road toward Kielce, be-
hind the line of the houses. Soldier graves
dating from the time of the First World War
are located to the left of the entrance near the
western wall of the cemetery. A contemporary
granite tombstone with amemorial plaque was
placed on the site of the original earth grave,
certainly much larger than the present one.
16 soldiers were buried in the grave: 9 from
the Austro-Hungarian army, 5 from the Rus-
sian army, and two of unknown origin.

Nla}opolslm: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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Ogonow War Cemetery in Kali§, photo by J. Gorlach

StrATEGIC TUNNEL

The hills of the Miechowska Upland stretch to the southwest
of Ksigz Wielki. A railway line from Zagtebie Dabrowskie
to Deblin (and then the route from Kielce to Krakow) was
laid out there in the Russian-occupied part of Poland. Al-
though the hills could be circumvented by another route,
the tsarist authorities decided to build a tunnel that was
756 metres long, so that in case of war it could be blown
up in order to block an important railway connection. Dur-
ing the two world wars the tunnel was blown up twice but
the traffic was resumed very quickly. Nowadays, the trains
from e.g. Krakow to Warsaw use the tunnel.

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

KaLIS

The trail then leads toward the

battlefields of November 1914.
The Russian offensive on Kra-
kow and Silesia, the aforemen-
tioned so-called “steam roll-
er,” approached the Jurassic

Krakowsko-Czestochowska

Upland at that time. However,
the units of the Ninth Russian

Army commanded by Gener-
al Plato Leczycki encountered

the Austro-Hungarian forces of
the First Army commanded by

General Viktor Dankl ready for

defence at the line of the lime-
stone hills. A part of the Fourth

Austro-Hungarian Army com-
manded by Archduke Joseph

Ferdinand was also getting

ready to counterattack in the

vicinity of Krakow.

Heading from Ksigz Wiel-
ki back to Miechow, and then
turning into Road 783 toward
Olkusz, you soon reach Wol-
brom. This small town found
itself at the back of the front
in November of 1914, and sur-
vived six weeks of artillery fire.
Fierce battles were fought in
the vicinity: the charging Aus-
trian forces marched along the
PrzemszaRiver Valley toward
Wolbrom, and then fought off
several Russian counter-
attacks. 855 soldiers who
were killed in action in bat-
tles fought November 18-27,
1914, and who later died in the
military hospital in Wolbrom
are buried on the Ogonéw
War Cemetery [18] in Kalis.

KRAKOW AND THE VICINITY

The castle in Rudno, photo by B. Czerwinski

Among the 773 Austro-Hungarian soldiers of
the First Army headed by General Viktor Dan-
klare the Czechs, Austrians, Poles, Hungarian,
and Slovaks. A Polish legionary was also bur-
ied there. The graves of 81 Russian soldiers of
the Ninth Army commanded by General Plato
Leczycki are located nearby. The cemetery is
located in a small pinewood a few kilometres
behind Wolbrom in the direction of Olkusz, on

[SNRMRNNIN  (THER LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

Landscape Park,

protecting the Jurassic landscape of
the limestone upland with numerous
outliers and forests of high natural val-
ue with abundant flora.

Bledow Desert, the only area of quick-
sand in Central Europe, resembling in
character the genuine sand desert, which
now is partially overgrown.

the northern side of the railway line running
parallel to the main road.

THE LOCATION OF THE BATTLE
OF KRZYWOPLOTY: BYDLIN

The forested Swietego Krzyza Mount encloses
the view to the west from the road between
Wolbrom and Bydlin. This is the location

The legionaries’ quarter on the parish cemetery in Bydlin, photo by J. Gorlach
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Jangrot - Cieplice War Cemetery, photo by J. Gorlach

of the Battle of Krzywoptoty
that was fought November
16-19, 1914. The Polish legion-
aries clashed there with the
forces of the Ninth Russian
Army commanded by General
Leczycki. Jozef Pitsudski, the
commander of the legionar-
ies, left two battalions from
the First Infantry Regiment
at Krzywoptoty and himself
marched fast to Krakow, to-
gether with the remaining
three battalions and caval-
ry — between the retreating

Austrians and the charging
Russians. Meanwhile, the le-
gionaries attacked across the
wet meadows at Krzywoptoty
in the direction of Zate¢ze, but
the Russians fought off their
attacks for two days and the
Poles suffered heavy losses
with the passive stance of
the Austro-Hungarian forc-
es. Finally, on November 19,
the attack of the Austro-Hun-
garian forces conducted on
the entire front line in the vi-
cinity of Krzywoptoty ended

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

up in success — the nearby
Domaniewicki Forest was
conquered and the defeat-
ed Russian forces had to re-
treat to the east.

The large Legionary
Quarter [19] with a magnif-
icent stone cross is located on
the Parish Cemetery in Bydlin,
on the east side of Swietego
Krzyza Mount. Lieutenant
Stanistaw Paderewski, step-
brother of the famous pian-
ist Ignacy Jan Paderewski is
buried there among 46 fall-
en soldiers of the Polish Le-
gions. A war quarter with
three mass graves of 284 sol-
diers from the Austro-Hun-
garian and Russian armies
is also located on this ceme-
tery. The ruins of a small cas-
tle with visible trench rem-
nants are located above on
the other side of the road on
the forested hill.

JANCROT — CIEPLICE

Jangrot — Cieplice War
Cemetery [20] is another
site on the trail. In order to
get there, you need to head
back from Bydlin toward
Road 783, turn in the direc-
tion of Olkusz, and then head
along a side road through
the villages of Troks and
Michatéwka in the direction
of Jangrot. At the end of the
village of Michatéwka, you
can turn right toward Cieplice.
The road steeply descends
to the Biata Przemsza River

KRAKOW AND THE VICINITY

Valley. A fragment of a well-
preserved large war ceme-
tery is located there on the
edge of the forest, right next
to the road bend. 2,014 Aus-
tro-Hungarian and 561 Rus-
sian soldiers are buried there.
In terms of the number of the
buried, it is the largest cem-
etery dating from the First
World War on the Jurassic
Krakowsko-Czestochowska

photo by J. Gorlach

CEMETERIES 1IN THE VICINITY

The war quarter on the parish cemetery in Skala,

Many fallen soldiers of both armies who fought on the Gali-
cian front were buried on the war cemetery in Zadroski
Forest to the south of the village of the same name. The
cenetery, hard to find in the northwest part of the forest,
is the only war cemetery on the Jurassic Upland, which has
retained the original architectonic layout. At least 1,054
soldiers, mostly from Austro-Hungary, are buried there.

Upland. The trench lines
have been preserved in the
forest to the east and north
of the cemetery, while frag-
ments of the reserve lines
can be found to the west of
the necropolis.

The vicinity of Cieplice
and Jangrot were the arena
of fierce fights between the
Austro-Hungarian and Rus-
sian forces in November of
1914. Repeated attacks and
counterattacks brought se-
vere losses to both sides,
while the village of Jangrot
passed from hands to hands
several times: the Fifth Corps
of the First Austro-Hungari-
an Army fought against the
elite Russian Guard divisions.
The Austrian attack, carried
out on November 17, 1914 in
the forest north of Cieplice,
was successful and allowed
the capture of the village of
Gotaczewy located on the
northern side of the forest.
Battles were also fought on
the vast Sutoszowa Plateau
between Sutoszowa, Jangrot,
. Trzycigz and Zadroz.

I\‘Ia}opolskn: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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The war cemetery in Rzeplin at the road to Krasienice, photo by J. Gorlach

SKALA

Heading back from Cieplice to Jangrot, you
then continue through Trzycigz along Road
794 in order to reach the town of Skata. It
is located on a plateau above the Pradnik
River Valley. It was supposed to be anoth-
er important point of the Austro-Hungar-
ian defence in November of 1914, but the
tsarist army managed to conquer it before
the Austrian defence grew strong. The bat-
tles fought afterwards in the vicinity of the
town were among the bloodiest fights on
the Jurassic Upland.

The legacy of these fights can be found
on the war quarters [21] on the Parish
Cemetery in Skata. The necropolis is locat-
ed in the southern part of the town, next to
the intersection of the road toward Krakow
with a field road to Smardzowice. One of the
quarters at present features a small wood-
en roof protecting the cross, while the oth-
er quarter features a cross, made of artillery

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

shells welded together. 63 Austro-Hungari-
an and 240 Russian soldiers are buried there.

The intersection in front of the cemetery
entrance features the Monument of the
Victims of the First World War [22],
erected after the war in order to commem-
orate the residents of Skata who were killed
in action fighting for independence and were
murdered during the January Uprising and
the two World Wars. At least four legionar-
ies, who were killed in the autumn and win-
ter of 1914 on the Eastern Front of the Great
War, e.g. at Krzywoptoty, originated from
Skata. A plaque dedicated to their memory
is also placed on the monument.

RzEPLIN

Rzeplin, located 4 km southeast of Skata, is
a small village situated in the shallow valley
beneath the highest part of the Krakowsko-
-Czestochowska Upland, between the Pradnik
River Valley to the west and the Diubnia River

KRAKOW AND THE VICINITY
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The monument at the war quarter on the cemetery in Wieliczka, photo by R. Korzeniowski

Valley to the east. Thanks to this location, the
vicinity of Rzeplin was one of the key posi-
tions of the Austro-Hungarian defence. Bat-
tles against the elite Guard Divisions of the
Russian Army, including many bayonet clash-
es, were fought there November 16-18, 1914.
Every farmstead in the village, which had not
been burnt down or bombed by the artillery,
was the object of fighting.

The legacy of these fierce fights can be found
ontwo war cemeteries [23]. The first one

St. Kinga’s Chapel in the Salt Mine
in Wieliczka, photo by J. Gorlach
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islocated on the west side of the village at the
road from Cianowice to Rzeplin. It is in fact
amass grave, at present resembling a burial
tumulus topped with a small concrete cross.

The second cemetery with a monument in
a form of a small chapel is located on the op-
posite edge of the village, at the road to Kra-
sienice, among the trees on the slope above
the road. The exact number of the fallen sol-
diers buried on each of these cemeteries is
unknown; it is only known that the total of

LUCHEACREUUEE  OTHER LOCAL ATTRACTIONS
Bochnia Royal

Salt Mines and the Saltworks Castle

in Wieliczka, inscribed on the UNESCO

World Cultural and Natural Heritage List,
acomplex of unique salt mines used in-
cessantly since the Middle Ages and the

Saltworks Castle, which housed the of-
fices of the royal management of the

Wieliczka-Bochnia Salt Mines.

hqa}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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IF ONLY THEY STOPPED SHODTING..

Milena Rog who lived in Wieliczka wrote
about the battles fought in the vicinity of
her toun: "Yesterday the Moskals (Russians)
reached Rzeszotary. .. No matter where you
were, you heard the canons. All day long,
without a break. .. Sometimes, it seems to me
that I’ve gone deaf. I cannot hear anything
but this noise, is it possible to hear noth-
ing else but canons? Mother cried that she
wanted nothing else in life but that they
should only stop shooting, or else she would
go mad. But I know that they have to [shoot].
The Austrians won at Kaim near Wieliczka.
The counteroffensive was successful."

the soldiers buried there is 583 Austro-Hun-
garian and 461 Russian soldiers.

WIELICZKA

Heading southwest from Krakow along Road
966, it is worthwhile to stop in Wieliczka, fa-
mous above all for its salt mine (UNESCO). The
large communal cemetery (at the corner of
Pitsudskiego and Czarnochowska Streets) fea-
tures War Quarter no. 381 [24] with a mag-
nificent monument dedicated to the “Pro Patria
Mortuis”, i.e. those who died for the fatherland
during the First World War. This is one of the
cemeteries of Western Galicia—no. 381. Among
the soldiers buried there are: 71 Austro-Hun-
garian soldiers from various units, 7 German
and 8 Russian soldiers. The entire cemetery
was designed by Hans Mayr, who also designed
cemeteries in the vicinity of Gorlice. The char-
acteristic metal crosses are located around the
quarter beneath the encircling wall.

War Quarter no. 381 on the communal cemetery
in Wieliczka, photo by J. Gorlach
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THE VICINITY OF LIMANOWA
AND NOWY SACZ

— Through the Battlefields
to the Oal( of Freedom

In the late autumn of 1914, the Russian attack toward Silesia omitting Krakow from the
northwest broke down thanks to the desperate Austro-Hungarian counteroffensive on the
Jurassic Krakowsko-Czestochowska Upland. It was possible only thanks to the transfer
of the majority of the forces from the front line between the Vistula River and the Beskid
Mountains. The Russians decided to take advantage of that and their Third Army com-
manded by General Radko Dimitriev began marching to the west of the Dunajec River
line toward the Raba River, and then to the southeast edges of Krakow. Soon the Russian
divisions reached the Wieliczka — Dobczyce line. In December of 1914, during the series
of fights in the Carpathian Foothills, called
the Battles of tapanéw and Limanowa, the
Austro-Hungarian army managed to stop and

Tue Strce oF Bocnta

beat off the Russians.

During the First World War, the town vas In order to reach the battlefields between

captured on November 24, 1914 by the Rus-
sian forces of the Third Army headed by
General Radko Dimitriev. The next day,
the Russians celebrated the name day of
the Tsarina on the Bochnia market square.
However, the repressions began after De-
cember 4, 1914, when the Austro-Hungari-
an plane appeared above the town throw-
ing down leaflets. In the subsequent days,
the civilian population was harassed, the
shops and houses were destroyed and plun-
dered. The Russians began operating the
salt mine and wastefully exploiting it for
their own benefit. Fortunately, the occu-
pation ended soon, when the Bochnia res-
idents happily greeted the Austro-Hun-
garian forces entering the town without
a fight on December 15.

Bochnia - the second centre of salt mining
in Matopolska after Wieliczka — where you
turn south onto Road 965 running through
Nowy Wisnicz to Muchéwka.

44 }‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

Eapanéw and Limanowa from Krakow, head
along Road 966 through Wieliczka and Gdow
to kapandw. You can also get there through
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THE VICINITY OF LIMANOWA AND NOWY SACZ

The necropolis was lavish-
ly designed by Franz Stark.
The western part of the cem-
etery features a monument
topped with a pyramid with
across, while the eastern part
consists of vast grave fields.
There is also a large concrete
obelisk with a cross and pan-
els for plaques with inscrip-
tions, while further down
the necropolis stands a large
stone cross, built in the east-
ern wall of the cemetery.
291 German soldiers from
the 47" Prussian Infantry Di-
vision, 96 Austro-Hungarian
soldiers, and 606 Russian sol-
diers were buried there.

The vicinity of kgkta,
Muchéwka and Leszczyna
served as the arena for the
fights of December 8, 1914 be-
tween the Austro-Hungarian
Corps of General Roth (which
included the German 47" In-
fantry Division as well) who
were approaching Bochnia
against the Russian forces of
the Third Army commanded

no. 308 [25] of the 9" Boch- by General Radko Dmitriev.
MUCH()W KA nia cemetery district, islocated ~ Here, at the Leszczyna — Raj-
800 metres south of Road 966  brot axis, the advance of the
One of the larger war ne- from Muchéwka to kapandw, Austro-Hungarian and Ger-
cropolises in the vicinity of in the Debiny Forest on the man forces was halted. The
kapanoéw, War Cemetery slope next to a forest road. fights were very bloody

A tombstone on War Cemetery no. 308 in Muchowka,
photo by J. Gorlach

Lipnica Murowana, a town known for its Easter Palm Compe- [UINsIE6 VR YNGR NN
tition held annually on Palm Sunday, and for the wooden cem-

etery Church of St. Leonard, inscribed on the UNESCO World Cultural and Natural
Heritage List.

Wisnicko-Lipnicki Landscape Park encompassing the picturesque area of the
Wisnickie Foothills south of Bochnia with the castle in Nowy Wisnicz.

I\‘Ia}opolsl(n: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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because the Germans brought
there from the Western Front
were unable to handle the de-
fence without the field fortifica-
tions, while the Russians con-
tinuously attacked. The battles
were also fought on December
10, when the Dmitriev Army
began counterattack against
the Roth forces.

The soldiers who were
killed in action during the
fights December 7-10, 1914
are also buried on the nearby

War Cemeteries nos. 305, 306
and 307.

KaMIONKA MAEA

Another site on the trail, War
Cemetery no. 357 [26] on
Jastrzebka Hill (545 m above
sea level), stands out with
its beautiful location. You
can reach the cemetery by
a very narrow and very steep
asphalt road from the pass
between Jastrzebka and the

War Cemetery no. 357 in Kamionka Mata, photo by K. Bzowski

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

ridge of kopusza Mount. The
hill is the burial site of the
Austro-Hungarian, German
and Russian soldiers who
were mostly killed on the
nearby Kobyta Mount above
Rajbrot, where bloddy bat-
tles were fought December
8-13, 1914. The peak of this
strategic mountain repeated-
ly changed hands, and each
attack left hundreds of killed
and wounded. The Russian
units of the Eight Corps com-
manded by General Brusilov
were the enemy of the allies
of the Royal-Imperial Army
(first, the Germans from the
47" Prussian Infantry Regi-
ment, and then, Hungarian
Hussars). The cemetery, en-
circled by a wooden fence,
was designed by Gustav
Ludwig. The cemetery fea-
tures both individual graves
and mass graves with con-
crete steles with three kinds
of crosses melted in — a dif-
ferent cross for each of the
fighting armies. The cem-
etery also features a stone
mound with a cross and
concrete plaques bearing
the names of the fallen sol-
diers. A magnificent wooden
chapel based on a stone ped-
estal located further down
in the cemetery was placed
on the Wooden Architecture
Trail thanks to its high ar-
tistic value. The cemetery is
the burial site of 92 Austro-
Hungarian, 11 German and
157 Russian soldiers.

THE VICINITY OF LIMANOWA AND NOWY SACZ
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A monument on the Rydz-Smigty Pass,
photo by J. Gorlach

CHYSZOWKL
THE RyDz-SMICEY PASS

Heading from Kamionka Mata along Road
28 toward Mszana Dolna, and then through
the village of Stopnice you reach Chyszéwki.
The upper part of the village is located in
a vast col between the high forested peaks
of Eopien and Mogielica of the Island Beskid
Mountains - the Edward Rydz-Smigty Pass.

On the night of November 23, 1914 a le-
gionary unit commanded by Edward Rydz-
Smigty ambushed the Cossacks from the
10'" Russian Cavalry Division. The Cossacks
sent from Limanowa captured by the Rus-
sians, were supposed to reach the rear of
the Austro-Hungarian forces unseen, and
then wreak havoc at the front’s base, dis-
organize the communication and destroy
a smaller units of the enemy. At the same
time four battalions of the First Regiment
of the Polish Legions commanded by Jézef
Pitsudski arrived in Dobra. Pitsudski sent

the Third Battalion headed by Edward Rydz-
Smigly to take up night quarters in Chy-
szowki, however, marching through Ju-
rkow, the legionaries found out that the
Russians were already stationed in Chy-
szOwki. With a bold ambush attack, they
defeated the Cossacks, took 89 prisoners
of war, and most of all, captured 86 hors-
es. It was an extremely precious trophy for
the legions since thanks to it the hither-
to symbolic unit of the First Regiment Ul-
hans commanded by Wtadystaw Belina-
Prazmowski could be expanded.

The Rydz-Smigly Pass features a cross
dating from 1928 and an obelisk from 1938,
located next to the road, along the green
hiking trail to Eopien. A monument com-
memorating the Home Army Soldiers was
also placed there in 1998. All three objects
constitute the Monument of Encounter
of Generations [27] fighting for the inde-
pendent Poland. The trail then leads from
Chyszéwki through Stopnice to Limanowa.

War Cemetery no. 368 in Limanowa-Jabtoniec,
photo by J. Gorlach
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LIMANOWA

Located in a wide basin between the peaks
of the Island Beskids, Limanowa is a county
town. The road from Rabka-Zdr6j from Msza-
na Dolna to Nowy Sacz crosses through the
town. It can be easily reached from the Rydz-
Smigly Pass through the village of Stopnice,
and then along a side road through Stopnice
Szlacheckie — this way you descend from
the mountain straight into the town centre.
In the autumn of 1914, Limanowa and its
vicinity were the arena of fierce fights be-
tween the Austro-Hungarian Army (with the
Polish Legions incorporated into the army)

by the army of Emperor Franz Joseph 1. The
town fell into the enemy hands of Gener-
al Dragomirov’s Corps of the Third Russian
Army on November 20, 1914. A few days later,
after the Cossacks were chased away from
Chyszowki, the Polish Legionaries entered
Limanowa briefly and then the Russians ap-
proached again. In the first days of Decem-
ber, they were pushed away by the Hungar-
ian Hussars from the 11*" Honwed Regiment
(Hungarian national defence). As of Decem-
ber 6, 1914, these relatively small forces had
to defend themselves, with the help of some
of the Polish Legions, against the attack of
the overwhelming enemy forces, since the 8™

and the forces of the tsarist Russia. This is  Corps of the Eight Army commanded by Gen-
where the fate of the Russian offensive on eral Aleksiej Brusilov came to the rescue of
Krakow was decided, when it was halted the Third Russian Army — from Nowy Sacz.

Tur Rep Devirs at Jasrontee

The terror evoking Hungarian Hussars were nicknamed the Red Devils, since their uniform con-
sisted of the red trousers and caps. The 9 Linear Hussar Regiment, the oldest regular Hus-
sar Regiment in the Austro-Hungarian Army formed in 1688 was the créme de la créme. After the
fierce fights of December 9, 1914, the Hussars of the 9™ Regiment were sent away from the front
line, however, not for long, at midnight of December 11, they received the order to release
the land forces bleeding out on Jabtoniec. The Hungarians set off to fight for Jabfoniec Hill
charged at by the Russians. Ferenc Molndr wrote: "Those Hungarian boys in the night dark as
tar received an order to leave the horses in the village, reach the trench stretching across
the steep hill until its ridge and release the soldiers fighting there. The Hussars with their
officers at the head, moving forward on all fours, carefully approached the trench. However,
the enemy had the supremacy on the hill, so before the Hussars reached the trench, the Rus-
sians had already captured it and our boys were awaited by the enemy machine guns in the mid-
dle of this dark night. When the Russian shooting began, the officers immediately understood
the situation and led the Hussars to attack. The Hungarian youngsters with the butts of ri-
fles faced the Russian Army equipped in bayonets and machine guns. From midnight to eleven in
the morning they were in action, fighting against the enemy bayonets and shot putters." The
Hussars won eternal glory and fame in the annals of the military history but they suffered
very heavy losses. Out of 21 officers 13 died - including the commander leading his soldiers
to charge with the pistol in the hand; the rest were wounded. The regiment lost 407 of their
personnel count in the killed and wounded soldiers.

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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The chapel on War Cemetery no. 368 in Limanowa-Jabfoniec, photo by J. Gorlach

The most dramatic moment took place on
December 11, 1914 when the Russians un-
expectedly captured the trenches of the de-
fenders on Jabtoniec Hill (624 m above sea
level) towering over Limanowa from the east.
The heroic attack of the Hungarians - infan-
try Hussars of the 9" Regiment commanded
by Lieutentant Othmar Muhr - then drove the
Russians out from Jabtoniec.

Several places in Limanowa are affiliated
with these fights. Near the town centre, the
old Parish Cemetery (ul. Szwedzka) features
the soldier quarter, that is, War Cemetery
no. 366 [28] of the Limanowa cemetery dis-
trict. 28 Austro-Hungarian and 8 Russian sol-
diers are buried there. The cemetery was de-
signed by Gustav Ludwig, while the image of
Christ leaning over the wounded soldier was
painted by Franciszek Mrazek.

A wooden one-story house with a glass
porch located on Matki Boskiej Bolesnej Street
(then Mordarska Street) exiting the market
square to the east, in 1914 belonged to the

county doctor, Kazimierz Mieroszewski (the
father of Juliusz, the famous journalist who
died in 1976). During the fiercest battles for
Limanowa, he brought medical assistance
to the wounded soldiers. It was there, in the
Mieroszewski Family House [29], where
Jozef Pitsudski and his chief of staff, Kazimierz
Sosnkowski, took up quarters on December 7,
1914 after the Battle of Marcinkowice. Later, the

The plaque on the Mieroszewski Family House
in Limanowa, photo by J. Gorlach

I\‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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A field kitchen of the Riflemen, 1914, NAC Archives
gnacy Krowiak, who served in the Austro-Hungarian A TYP :[ C AL D AY :[N
army, recalls the training period in the barracks pre-

ceding going to war:
“After the headcount, i.e. after we were counted and the reports THE B ARR ACKS

were made to the company commander, we left for the Blonia field

to practice. ... At 11 am we finished the exercises and returned from the field to the barracks. Lunch was
served at noon. Before lunch we all had to wash ourselves and clean our uniforms from dirt and mud. For
lunch we usually got a litre of soup, a piece of meat, and some dessert. ... The meat was accompanied inter-
changeably by dry rice, buckwheat, beans, peas, corn cream or potatoes. After lunch we washed mess-tins
and cleaned the rifles.”

he provisions complex of the Austrian Army was located in Krakow, 107-mm gun model 1910 used
north of the main railway station at Rakowicka Ly R IR ATY,)
. . I drawing by S. Kwiecinski
Street. It consisted of the canned meat factory (equipped ‘ - e
- -

with icehouse and cold store), bakery, and... the mar-

malade manufacture. The storages housed the stocks of

wheat, buckwheat, rice, vegetables, potatoes, sugar, seasonings, etc.,
as well as petrol and equipment for several thousand soldiers.

CANNED FOOD FACTORY |-~
AND STORAGES _~—~—y—

HO\;vever, it often happened that the soldiers lacked basic items. So they had to apply various — often
strange in the eyes of their contemporaries — methods to cope. The Poznarn Daily of September 24,
1914 offered the following advice to the families wishing to send a parcel to the front:

“I would like to remind all of you whose loved ones are at the battlefield and to whom you cannot send warm
socks that socks can be substituted with paper. You sim-

ply wrap the foot clad in a regular sock with a piece of paper P APER SDCKS AND
(newspapers are best) and you put the shoe on. This meth-

od was used by soldiers fighting in the French war of ANTS AG A:[NST L :[ CE
1870/1871.”



Another piece of advice on the remedy against lice pestering the soldiers suggested... ants. The Poznan
Daily of June 3, 1917 reported:

“The fastest and cheapest way of cleansing the soldier uniforms and underwear of lice is to put them on an an-
thill. ... The industrious ants will exterminate the lice much faster and more efficiently than other toxic agents.
The lice-free underwear can be washed with soap in cold water. ”

e T —— — e
housands of soldiers spent the Christmas of 1914 in the trenches, with-
out a slightest chance of seeing their families. Wactaw Pobog-Pabudzifiski CHRI STM AS

writes in his memoir, Among Blood and Fire:

“Oh, the star! The first star appeared in the sky, so our soldiers IN THE TRENCHES
gathered in a trench. Somebody brought a white strucla, sweet

white bread, and even a herring, ha! A packet of gingerbread and nuts! Oh, Jesus! It was such a feast! The
shooting quieted down somehow, as if the enemy also felt the significance and holiness of the moment. ...
The Polish soldiers broke the white strucla with each other, took to the herring, snacked with whole-wheat
bread, divided the gingerbread and nuts among themselves, and only then Piotrek Sadzon ... hummed,
moved with emotion:

— ‘God is Being Born’ (Polish Christmas Carol)

And, surprisingly, a moment later in the enemy trenches a chorus of strong male voices picked up the words
of the carol and both trenches resounded with the ancient song...

— ‘And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us!””

e

eath is an inseparable part of war. During the bloody battles fought at the Eastern

Front people died en masse.... The Red Cross Doctor Stefan Bogustawski, wrote: DEATH
“Moans, screams, curses, broken words. .. Bullet, bayonet — the death is near — the strain of
the power of self-preservation instinct bursts like a bubble, while the hitherto paralyzed memory cinemat-
ographically moves before the mind’s and soul’s eyes the images of memories dating from the earliest mo-
ments of childhood. .. And the last image of the memory before the last breath is drawn and the cold death
comes, twists the face with astonishment, serene and nostalgic smile, anger, sorrow, despair, and the lips are
quietly put together to utter the names of the dear, loved, and loving ones."

The Russian infantry in the trenches, the second row without weapons..., 1915, MLP Archives
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A Russian leaflet, 1915, MLP Archives
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the hospital-war reality as follows:

“They bring another batch of the wounded
— two hundred people. ... All these soldiers
— dirty, covered with lice, hungry, extremely
exhausted, covered with muddy greatcoats,
with severe head injuries, frostbitten legs,
crashed bones of arms and legs in plaster
casts, resembling more shadows than peo-
ple, fainting of exhaustion and pain — de-
sire above all rest in a warm, clean bed and
a warm meal."

In front of the Austrian hospital, 1915, MLP Archives

rivate soldiers and lower-rank commanders fought in the THE A H I TE T
battlefields of the First World War. However, the key de-
cisions about the offensives, sieges, and marches were

made by marshals and generals — the architects of the
Great War.

OF THE GREAT WAR

August von Mackensen (1849-1945) — German Field Marshal. In
May of 1915, he commanded the forces during the Russian front
breakthrough offensive at Gorlice. In August and September of
1915, the forces commanded by Mackensen inflicted a serious de-
feat on the Russian army at Brze$¢ and Pifisk, which resulted in
driving the Russian forces out of the Kingdom of Poland.
August von Mackensen, drawing by P. Seweryn

Viktor Dankl von Krasnik (1854-1941) — Colonel General of the Austro-Hungar-
ian army. In August of 1914, he was put in command of the Austro-Hungarian First
Army and during the First World War, he commanded the fights in Galicia. After
the war, he assumed chancellorship of the Maria Theresa Order.
Viktor Dankl von Krasnik, drawing by P. Seweryn



Hans von Seeckt (1866-1936) — German military officer. In 1914 he commanded the
German III “Brandenburg” Corps Army attacking in the direction of Paris, and then
was transferred to the Eastern Front. After the end of the Great War and the disso-

lution of the imperial army, he was charged with the task to organize the new apo-

S

™y, litical army.
.{ % Hans von Seeckt, drawing by P. Seweryn -
e - s,
| f £~ / 5 =
Radko Ruskov Dimitrijev (1859-1918) — General in the Russian army, of ;& g '-'i'l
Bulgarian origin. During the Great War, he was in command of the Russian c':a [
First and Third Armies, among others. In September of 1918, he was cap- - 'ﬁ“_
tured by the Red Guards units and shot to death in Pyatigorsk together with ,& o
other officers of the tsarist army. e S e 1.;..:-: N-., .
Radko Ruskov Dimitrijev, drawing by P. Seweryn _‘hﬂ"!]hll - - £ ‘::" ',
| ' w |
s N A b’\ ! [} ! \\.
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L P \i Aleksei Alekseevich Brusilov (1853-1926) — Russian General in caval-
| f': ry. Since the beginning of the Great War, he was in command of the Eighth
a2, 4 Army fighting in Galicia. As a commander of the front, he planned and
implemented a successful offensive in July of 1916 in Volhynia (the so-
N called Brusilov Offensive). Since 1919 he served in the Red Army.
\;‘% Aleksei Alekseevich Brusilov, drawing by P. Seweryn

e

Tadeusz Jordan-Rozwadowski (1866-1928) — Feldmarschalleutnant of the Royal- e
Imperial Army, General of Arms in the Polish Army. In 1914 he was the command- h !
ing officer of the 12 Artillery Brigade of the Krakow-based 12 Infantry Division.

He played one of the key roles in the Battle of Gorlice in May of 1915. Even during .
the First World War, he made attempts at creating the Polish army. In 1918 he o ,-1:(
became the Chief of Staff of the General Staff of the Polish Army. ,-‘; 8 ﬁl;

Tadeusz Jordan-Rozwadowski, drawing by P. Seweryn

he Great War took a terrible toll. About 500,000 Polish soldiers died, fighting in the foreign ar-
mies, and about 900,000 were wounded in the years 1914-1918.

Casualties in the Foreign Armies during the First World War

Country Population Drafted Dead and DE ATH TOLL
army wounded
Austro-Hungary 58,600,000 9,000,000 1,100,000 OF THE

Germany 67,800,000 13,200,000 2,037,000

Russia 167,000,000 15,798,000 1,811,000 GRE AT w AR

The Little Military Encyclopedia, Warsaw 1967



he Great War rolled through the Matopolska Region in the

years 1914-1915 and took a terrible toll among the soldiers
of the Austro-Hungarian and Russian armies. Those killed in ac-
tion and those who died in the hospitals were buried in temporary
field graves or makeshift cemeteries. Society soon began appeal-
ing for the dignified resting places in commemoration of the dead.
The issues of establishing and ornamenting war cemeteries were
discussed in the press and in separate publications. It was assumed
that every fallen soldier should be, if possible, identified and then
buried with honours becoming of heroes, regardless of whether
he belonged to one’s own or the enemy army. Necropolises were
supposed to be an expression of gratitude for the soldiers and in
a sense monuments erected in their honour. How seriously the idea
of establishing war cemeteries was treated is manifest in the words
chosen for the slogan of the action: “Take off your sandals, for the
place where you are standing is holy ground” (Exodus 3:5).

A cross designed by Dusan Jurkovic,
S¢kowa County Office Archives

THE ORIGIN OF WAR CEMETERIES

In the second half of 1915, the Austro-Hungarian military command began to tidy up the battlefields
and to liquidate the makeshift graves. The situation on the front was conducive to these actions, since
the enemy Russian army had just been driven out from most of Galicia. On November 3, 1915, the Vi-
ennese Ministry of War established the War Graves Department, which was
to supervise the entire action. At the same time, local units were es-
tablished, such as the Krakow War Graves Office, which supervised
Western Galicia. These units were charged with the tasks of keeping
records of the deceased soldiers, exhuming the corpses and transfer-

ring them to selected locations, as well as designing and building
war cemeteries.

WAR GRAVES
DEPARTMENT

he Krakow Office was headed by Major Rudolf Broch,
who studied architecture in his youth. His knowledge of
art and architecture turned out to be very useful. The depu-
ty head of the office was Captain Hans Hauptmann, writ-
er and poet. He is the author of many poetic inscrip-
tions at the cemeteries.

Luzna—Pustki, Chapel designed by

D. Jurkovi¢ on War Cemetery no. 123
(it burnt down in 1985), Archives

of the PTTK Museum in Gorlice



Over 3,000 people, both soldiers and civilians, of various na-
tionalities were sent to work in the Krakow War Graves Office.

Among them were stonemasons, carpenters, gardeners, as well
as painters, draughtsmen, and photographers. Major Broch de- GR AVES UFF :[ CE

cided that war necropolises should constitute great works of ar-

chitecture and therefore, architects or sculptors became appointed artistic directors of the cemetery dis-
tricts. Among them were Johann Jéger, Dusan Jurkovi¢, Emil Ladewig, Gustav Ludwig, Hans Mayr,
Franz Mazura, Robert Motka, Gustav Rosmann, Heinrich Scholz, Franz Stark, Jan Szczepkowski, and
Johann Watzal.

The war-scarred area of Western Galicia was divided into 11 cemetery districts: Nowy Zmigrod (31
cemeteries), Jasto (31 cemeteries), Gorlice (54 cemeteries), Luzna (27 cemeteries), Pilzno (27 cemeter-
ies), Tarnéw (62 cemeteries), Dabrowa Tarnowska (15 cemeteries), Brzesko (50 cemeteries), Bochnia
(40 cemeteries), Limanowa (29 cemeteries), Krakow (22 cemeteries).

During the three years (1915-1918) of its existence, the Office established over 400 cemeteries on
the area of nearly 10,000 square kilometres. The remains of over 60,000 soldiers were buried there (as
many as 42,000 corpses had to be earlier exhumed and transferred). The tombstones — with Catholic
and Orthodox crosses, Stars of David, or turbans — until this day feature the names of representatives
of all nations living in Central and Eastern Europe. Buried together and joined in the eternal rest are the
Germans, Austrians, Poles, Turks, Croatians, Hungarians, Czechs, Bulgarians, Bosnians, Slovenians,
Russians, Ruthenians, Lithuanians, Tartars, Baltic Germans, Kalmyks, Cossacks, Bashkirs, Finns, Ar-
menians, and Jews.

emeteries were established in the vicinity of the battlefields and front lines, locations where the

battles were fought and soldiers died. The creators of the necropolises attempted, whenever pos-
sible, to establish the cemeteries in picturesque locations, where they would be visible from a distance,
e.g. on hilltops, and would harmonize with the surroundings. Some of the war cemeteries were adjacent
to the already existing parish or communal necropolises.

Special guidelines applied to the design of
the cemetery complexes. They had to have ARCH ]: TECT[JRE AND
a representative entrance, had to be surround-
ed by a wall (made of concrete or stone), or URN AMENTS UF w AR
a fence (made of wood or cast-iron), e
and the main design axis had to be CEMETERIES
underscored by stairs or a main
alley.
Rotunda, War Cemetery no. 51,

postcard, Archives of the PTTK
Museum in Gorlice

The central element of the complex was supposed to be
a pedestal topped with a cross, a tall wooden cross, obe-
lisk, or a chapel. Earth graves were formed in the shape
of mounds or embankments, and were topped with wood-
en or cast-iron crosses, although tombstones made of
concrete or stone were also used. Regardless of the se-
lected concept, the necropolis design was supposed to be
uniform, and the tombstones were to be modest, made
of local materials, and were not supposed to differentiate
between the soldiers of one’s own or the enemy army.
Kamionka Mata, War Cemetery no. 357, photo by K. Bzowski

Matopolska war cemeteries feature
a multitude of funeral motifs dating
from various epochs and styles. This di-
versity perfectly reflected the character
of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, the
country of many cultures and religions.
Colonnades, pylons, pyramids, or open-
air altars were inspirations borrowed
from antiquity. On the other hand, the
cross-monuments refer to the folk tradi-
tion and to the customs of placing huge
crosses on the battlefields in the Ger-
man-speaking countries. Local tradi-
tions gave inspirations for small, shin-
gled chapels made of wood or field
stone. Among the popular sculpting
motifs were a hoplite’s helmet, drag-
on’s head and a soldier’s cap.

War Cemetery in Bogoniowice,
photo by J. Gorlach

Over 40 architects and sculptors worked on the creation of the Galician war
cemeteries. Among them were personalities of such a calibre as:

Dusan Jurkovi¢ (1886-1947) — Slovak architect, designer, cultural and social
activist. He designed and realized about 35 war necropolises, considered the most
beautiful necropolises in the entire Galicia. In addition to the cemetery complex-
es, he also designed its particular elements and details, e.g. several versions of
wooden grave crosses. He drew inspiration from local architecture, both in terms

of form and materials (he often used wood). Some of

the most interesting cemeteries he authored include CEMETERY
Beskidek no. 46 Cemetery in Konieczna, Ceme-
CREATORS /
¥
I
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tery no. 51 on Rotunda Mound near Regietow,
and Cemetery no. 52 in Zdynia.

Inscriptions engraved on the stone
plaques also played a significant role.
They served as reminders that death
ends all struggle and hatred, and that
the fallen gave the living the precious
gift of peace. There are also many
stanzas about the Mother Earth tak-
ing in all of her children, stars look-
ing down on the battlefields, or the
shadows of the dead wandering back
to their homelands. The entirety of
the texts is complemented by in-
scriptions stylized as soldiers’ words,
e.g. “Tough like this mountain, we
pushed back the enemy; now we lie
in the faithful embrace of the land we
defended.”

Wieliczka, Communal Cemetery,
Quarter from the First World War,
photo by K. Bzowski




A chapel design on War Cemetery no. 80 in Sgkowa
(unrealized), Sgkowa County Archives

Gustav Ludwig (1876-1952) — Munich ar-
chitect originating from Moravia, artistic di-
rector of the Limanowa Cemetery District.
He designed such projects as the vast Ceme-
tery no. 368 on Jabtoniec Hill near Limanowa
and the folk-stylized chapel on Cemetery
no. 361 in Krasne-Lasocice. He was also re-
nowned as the creator of many types of iron-
cast crosses characterized by rich ornamentation and used in most of the cemetery districts.

Hans Mayr (1877-?) — German architect and construction engineer, artistic director of the Gor-
lice District. He designed e.g. War Cemeteries nos. 89 and 90 in Gorlice, no. 66 in Matastow, no.
70 in Owczary, nos. 79 and 80 in Sgkowa. He also designed the very common tall central cross,
made of logs, with a semi-circular tin cover.

Heinrich Karl Scholz (1880-1937) — versatile and multi-talented sculptor, artistic director and
chief designer of the Tarnéw District. He authored most of the sculptures and reliefs in the dis-
trict, and he sculpted both in wood and stone. He designed e.g. Cemetery no. 193 in Dabrowka
Szczepanowska, nos. 185-187 in Lichwin, and no. 191 in
Lubcza.

Jan Szczepkowski (1878-1964) — Polish sculptor, artis-
tic director of the Luzna district. He authored the tombstone
monuments in the Hungarian soldiers’ plot on Cemetery
no. 123 in Luzna-Pustki, as well as the entire spatial de-
sign of that necropolis. Szczepkowski also designed Cem-
etery no. 138 w Bogoniowice with the characteristic sym-
bolic towers.

Gorlice Cemetery no. 91 on Cmentarna Mount, photo by K. Bzowski

Galician war cemeteries are a unique phenom- ONE OF
enon. According to the existing documents,

similar actions aiming to establish war cemeteries

were supposed to take place on other areas where A K :[ ND
the battles were fought; however, for many reasons,
these plans were never realized. After the fall of the
Habsburg Monarchy, units such as War Grave Of-
fices simply ceased to exist on the former Austro-
Hungarian territory.

Nowadays, more and more people appreciate the
unique nature of the cemeteries dating from the
Great War. They are being catalogued and renovat-
ed, depending on the needs and resources. Their
memory is being restored, and we are reminded that
they are not only the remains of a terrible war, but
also unique monuments of architecture.

Staszkowka Cemetery no. 118, photo by K. Bzowski
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The former inn near the exit road toward
Nowy Sacz (ul. Kosciuszki) is the place where
the famous Hungarian writer Ferenc Molnir
(1878-1952), author of the novel, The Paul Street
Boys, stayed after the Battle of Limanowa. He
then served as a war correspondent. Molndr’s
reports collected and published also in Polish
are an incredible source of knowledge about
Galicia of the time of the Great lWar.

future marshal fondly remembered this con-
venient accommodation — for the first time
in a long time he could sit at a table covered
with a tablecloth and sleep in the clean sheets.

Beyond the town an asphalt road heading
right from the main road toward Nowy Sacz,
behind the last buildings, ascends steeply to

Jabtoniec Hill. Hidden among the trees there
is War Cemetery no. 368 [30] - the largest
representative necropolis of the 10* Limanowa
cemetery district. The road divides the ceme-
tery into two parts. The main part of the ne-
cropolis with the chapel-mausoleum of Lieu-
tenant Muhr in the shape of an artillery shell is
located on the right, southern side. At present,
the tomb in the chapel is empty, since before
the Second World War, the family took the re-
mains of the hero back to his fatherland. A mon-
ument with a concrete shell stands beneath,
among the soldiers’ graves, located on the site
of the lieutenant’s death. 161 Austro-Hungar-
ian, 1 German, and 247 Russian soldiers are
buried in the individual and mass graves. An
obelisk with a cross on a round stone terrace
is located on the other side of the road. Once
a view of the town spread from there but af-
ter the Second World War the Red Army cem-
etery was created there. One more monument

The manor in Marcinkowice, photo by M. Piotrowski, the "Treasures of Matopolska"

Competition Archives
- .
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THE VICINITY OF LIMANOWA AND NOWY SACZ

Collection of the Regional Museum in Tarnow

located slightly below the main part of the cem-
etery on the fields from the side of the town is
a slander stone obelisk commemorating Ritt-
meister Count Leonard Thun-Hohenstein. The
family founded the monument on the alleged
site of his death.

MARCINKOWICE

Heading from Limanowa, you continue along
aside road in the Smolnik Stream Valley through
Mordarka, Pisarzowa and Mecina. In the first
days of December of 1914, the Polish legionar-
ies commanded by Jozef Pitsudski distinguished
themselves in action during the battle by holding
off the overwhelming enemy forces for several
hours, which gave the defenders of Limanowa
time to prepare the positions. The next two sites
on the trail are associated with the battles fought
by the Polish Legions in Marcinkowice.

Jozef Pitsudski, in command of several
battalions of the First Brigade of the Polish

4 I .{"EC" -
Nowy Sacz (ca. 1900), postcard. Issued by S. Landau Bookstore in Nowy Sacz,

dnil

Legions on December 5, 1914, during a brave
march after the retreating Russians, managed
to overtake the remaining Austro-Hungari-
an forces by several kilometres and reach
Marcinkowice. Together with his staff, he
took up quarters in the manor [31] of Alfred
Fauck (after the war the manor belonged to
the Morawski Family). At present, the build-
ing houses a school and a small “Legion-
aries in Marcinkowice” Historical Museum.
The next day, the legionaries were attacked
by the overwhelming Russian forces of the
8™ Corps of the Eight Army commanded by
General Brusilov. The Poles avoided the en-
circlement and the total defeat by withdraw-
ing toward Limanowa. However, 12 legion-
aries were killed in this battle and many
became wounded. Nine of them are buried
at War Cemetery no. 352 [32] locat-
ed above the village next to the parish cem-
etery. The graves of 25 other Austro-Hun-
garian and 5 Russian soldiers are located

I\‘Ia}opolskn: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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A sculpture of a knight on War Cemetery
no. 350 in Nowy Sacz, photo by R. Korzeniowski

I\’Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

next to the monument com-
memorating the legionaries,
erected by the residents of
Marcinkowice in 1915. It is
worth noting the shells built
in the pedestal of the legion-
ary obelisk — the legionaries
are said to have died of the
Russian artillery fire.

Nowy Sacz

Nowy Sacz is the most im-
portant town of the south-
east Matopolska.

The Old Town of Nowy
Sacz, located at the conflu-
ence of the Dunajec and Ka-
mienica Nawojowska Rivers,
had a great strategic signifi-
cance as an important road
and railway junction for both
armies fighting in Western
Galicia in 1914. This is where
the commander in chief of
the entire Austrian Army,
General Conrad von Hotzen-
dorf relocated with his staff
from Przemysl threatened by
the Russians on September
12 of that year. However, due
to the front advance anoth-
er relocation to the west - to
Cieszyn — soon turned out
necessary. Nowy Sgcz was
captured by the Russian forc-
eson November 18, 1914. The
Russians remained in town
for almost a month. The next
day after the fierce Battle of
Limanowa with a dramatic
fight on Jabtoniec Hill on De-
cember 11, 1914, the tsarist
army had to leave Nowy Sacz,

THE VICINITY OF LIMANOWA AND NOWY SACZ

since it was followed by the Austro-Hungar-
ian forces approaching from the direction of
Limanowa: the Hungarian Hussars and Polish
Legions, while from the south, General Szur-
may'’s forces, separated from the Third Aus-
trian Army commanded by General Boroevic,
approached along the Poprad and Kamieni-
ca Nawojowska River Valleys. His divisions
attacked Russians in the vicinity of Zmigrod
and Dukla, while the attack in the direction of
Nowy Sgcz was supposed to force the Eighth
Russian Corps charging at Limanowa to re-
treat at the threat of being cut off from the re-
mainder of General Brusilov’s army, involved
in the fights in the east.

The Polish Legionaries with Jézef Pitsudski
entered the town right after the Hungarian
Hussars on December 13, 1914. This is also
when the news arrived with the order creat-
ing the First Brigade under the command of
Jozef Pitsudski out of the First Regiment of the
Legions. Unfortunately, due to the new Rus-
sian offensive the Poles again had to go into
fight — the difficult battle of Eowczéwek was
in store for them. In the subsequent months,
the town constituted a base for the nearby
front. The staff of August von Mackensen
stationed briefly in Nowy Sacz right before
the Battle of Gorlice in April of 1915, while
throughout the entire war an important field
airport operated in Nowy Sgcz.

Three sites of the First World War'’s East-
ern Front Trail are located in Nowy Sacz. The
southwest part of the communal cemetery at
Rejtana Street is taken by the large war quar-
ter, that is, War Cemetery no. 350 [33]
of the 10" Limanowa cemetery district, de-
signed by Gustav Ludwig. Initially, the cem-
etery was much larger, but it was partial-
ly taken over by private, newer burials. The
semi-circular colonnade surrounding the tall
central obelisk with a sculpture of the knight
leaning on a large sword is the most charac-
teristic element of the cemetery that is visible

The market square in Nowy Sacz, photo by J. Gorlach

InSe iRl (THER LOCAL ATTRACTIONS
Nowy Sgcz with

a market square and numerous histor-
ic monuments, the town hall, the Gothic
Basilica of St. Margaret, old synagogue,
the Sgcz District Museum in the Goth-
ic House and the remains of the town
walls and the royal castle.

The outskirts of the town boast the
Sadecki Ethnographic Park, the larg-
est heritage museum in Poland, which
features hundreds of wooden buildings
collected from the region, representing
the architecture of four ethnographic
groups: the Sgcz Lachs, Western Pogor-
zans, Sgcz Highlanders, and the Poprad
Region Lemkos; the heritage museum
also features the Galician Small Town
with the reconstructions of the tradi-
tional small town Galician architecture.

Nla}opo]slm: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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(GERRGAR NI QUM Popradzki Landscape

Park, encompassing
two high ridges of the Sadecki Beskid Moun-
tains, separated by the picturesque Poprad
River Gorge.

from afar. The cemetery is the burial site of
905 Austro-Hungarian, 119 German and 252
Russian soldiers who were kKilled in battle in
November and December of 1914, and who
also died in the subsequent months in the
hospitals of Nowy Sacz.

The Legionaries’ Quarter [34] is lo-
cated several dozen metres further down. It
stands out along the long wall with a figure
of the soldier in a legionary uniform and the
“Maciejowka” fiddler-style cap on the head,
and the inscription, “For you, Poland, and
for your glory 1914-1918." It is the burial site
of 19 legionaries killed during the war, and
the legionaries originating from Nowy Sacz
who died in later years. It was founded by the
Legionaries’ Association in 1927.

Another site on the trail is located near the
centre, in the beautiful park called Municipal
Planty Park. An enormous lonely tree grows
inits northwest part —the Oak of Freedom
[35]. It commemorates Poland'’s regaining in
dependence after the over-century-long slav-
ery — the Nowy Sacz patriots spontaneous-
ly planted it on November 11, 1918. The tree
survived the years of the Nazi German occu-
pation and the communist times, and in 1988
amemorial rock was placed next to it bearing
the inscription: “The Oak of Freedom - 1918."

Heading from Nowy Sgcz toward Gorlice,
you come across other sites on the First World
War’s Eastern Front Trail.

War Cemetery mno. 350 in Nowy Sacz,
photo by J. Gorlach




GORLICE AND ITS VICINITY

— A Kerosene Lamp and the Battle
That Changed the Course of History

One of the most important battles of the First World War was fought in 1915 in the vicinity of Gor-
lice —a small town located at the foot of the Low Beskid Mountains. The battle led to the break-
through of the front and to the tsarist forces being finally driven out from Galicia. However, the
vicinity of Gorlice was an arena for heavy fights earlier on — the front halted for several winter
months at the turn of 1914 and 1915, north of town in the Biata Tarnowska Valley, and fierce bat-
tles were fought in the south among the elevations of the Low Beskid Mountains. The testimony
of these fights can be found in numerous war cemeteries scattered in the vicinity. The legacy of
the Great War, associated above all with the Battle of Gorlice, can also be found in the town itself.

Heading south from Gorlice, you can visit war cemeteries located on battlefields of the
Low Beskid Mountains. However, the battles crucial for the Gorlice operation were fought
north of town, e.g. near and on Pustka Hill in Euzna.
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GORLICE AND ITS VICINITY

A general view of Gorlice (ca. 1909), postcard. Issued by A. Lecker in Gorlice,

(GORLICE

The town was established in
1354 on a tall slope above the
Ropa River. For centuries, im-
portant trade routes — run-
ning from east to west at the
foothills of the Beskid Moun-
tains, and routes toward the
south leading through the
mountains to Slovakia and
Hungary — crossed in Gor-
lice. The region was the oil-
field industry since the mid-
dle of the 19" century.
Gorlice was severely af-
fected during the war acts
of 1914 and 1915. The Rus-
sians captured the town on
November 15, 1914. At the
beginning of December the
Austrian counteroffensive

Archives of the PTTK Museum in Gorlice

brought a temporary recap-
ture of Gorlice (December 12),
but on the 28" of the month
it was again conquered by
the tsarist army forces. Dur-
ing the fierce battles fought in
the Low Beskid and Bieszc-
zady Mountains in the winter

of 1915, the Austro-Hungari-
an forces did not manage to
capture the town. They also
failed during the offensive in
March of 1915, undertaken for
that particular purpose. How-
ever, soon, with the help of
the German forces, the plans

The Austrian mortars firing at Gorlice (1915),
MLP Archives

I\‘Ia}opolskn: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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RGN YU QUM The reconstruct-
ed world's first ker-

osene lamp, invented by Ignacy Eukasiewicz,
is now lighting a street intersection in
Gorlice.

The Karwacjan Family Mansion, that is, the
reconstructed Renaissance fortified manor
of the former owners of Gorlice, destroyed
during the 1915 town bombardment. Now-
adays, the building houses an art gallery.
Szymbark with an interesting heritage mu-
seum and a unique Renaissance fortified
manor. The staff of the 11" German Army
commanded by General Mackensen sta-
tioned there in April and May of 1915.

of the offensive against the forces of the Third
Russian Army commanded by General Rad-
ko Dimitriev were back on the table.

The great battle commenced on the night
of May 1, 1915 with the artillery preparation.
In the morning, a rain of iron fell on Gorlice —
such a hurricane mass of fire on the Eastern
Front had not been seen before during the
First World War. Apart from artillery cannons
and heavy mortars, the attack was reinforced
by the planes bombarding e.g. the refinery in
Glinnik (at present a district of Gorlice). Fi-
nally, the infantry charged — from the north
the town was encircled by the regiments of
the 82" German Infantry Division of the 41
Reserve Corps commanded by General Her-
mann von Frangois. Despite the losses, the
infantry soldiers, among them many Poles
from Greater Poland, managed to quick-
ly capture Cmentarna Mount (357 metres
above sea level), towering above the town
from the north. This allowed the outflanking
of the Russians defending in the centre and
firing at the town buildings and the roads en-
tering Gorlice from the east, thanks to the
cannons hauled to the peak of the mount.

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

The fortified manor in Szymbark,
photo by P. Fabijanski

This way, all the Russian attempts at coun-
terattack that would bring help to the defend-
ers were thwarted. Nonetheless, the town
was eventually conquered only after sever-
al hours of bloody street fights.

The Russians defended themselves for
alongtime on the area of the Jewish cemetery

A tombstone on War Cemetery no. 91
in Gorlice, photo by J. Gorlach

GORLICE AND ITS VICINITY

at the foot of Cmentarna Mount. Nowadays,
the large war cemetery no. 91 [36], arep-
resentative cemetery of the 3" Gorlice cem-
etery district, is located on the top of the
mount. The flattened area, divided into four
large grave fields, can be accessed through
the enormous gate with three arcades. The
centre of the cemetery features a monumental
cross with a plaque commemorating the fall-
en soldiers of Polish origin that was placed in
1928. The necropolis was initially the burial

L
Biecz, photo by P. Fabijafiski

The gate of War Cemetery no. 91 in Gorlice, photo by K. Bzowski

site of 427 Austro-Hungarian, 139 German,
287 Russian soldiers. Later on, as a result of
the transfer of corpses from smaller liquidat-
ed cemeteries and temporary graves —the to-
tal number of people buried here rose to 1,441.
The PTTK Regional Museum [37]
has collected many exhibits associated with
the Battle of Gorlice. The museum building is
easily recognizable thanks to a large graffiti
on the elevation depicting the soldiers from
the First World War period. The museum

SRl (THER LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

val town that sur-

vived the fights to capture it in 1915, with
a magnificent Gothic parish church,
a Renaissance town hall tower, and
the Franciscan Church and Monastery,
where Wactaw Potocki, the most emi-
nent poet of the Polish Baroque is bur-
ied. Biech also features war cemeteries
dating from the First World War (nos.
106, 108 and 109).

I\‘Ia}opolsl(n: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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THE wAR 1N GORLICE

Reverend Bronistaw Swieykowski of Gorlice recalled the autumn of 1914 as follows: "There is
a perfect order in the general hospital, temporarily, a field hospital, thanks to the heroic
sacrifice of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent De Paul located there, and especially
Mother Superior Amelia Bukowska: cholera takes a smaller toll, but the hospital is overcrowd-
ed with patients suffering from dysentery and typhus - the number of patients ranges between
100-120, since this is the capacity of this building. A second hospital for the wounded was es-
tablished in the grammar school, and the number of patients cared for daily is on average 80.."

features e.g. a model of the battle with the
marked positions of the fighting armies, as
well as many elements of the uniform, mili-
tary and combat equipment (rifles, bayonets,
cartridge bags, mess-tins, and so on). Also
noteworthy are memento items, made after
the battle from the fragments of the military
equipment; a monstrance made of Maus-
er rifle bullets and artillery shells stands out
among them. The basement features an exhi-
bition presenting the uniforms of the armies

fighting in Galicia during the First World War.
Among the wax figures are Emperor Franz
Joseph and General Mackensen.

MALASTOW

Heading south from Gorlice along Road
977 toward the border with Slovakia,
through Sekowa and Matastéw, you can
reach Magura Matastowska, a Low Beskid
Mountain range. The road climbs up to the

War Cemetery no. 60 in Matastéw, photo by J. Gorlach
-
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Matastowska Pass (604 me-
tres above sea level), featur-
ing one of the most beautiful
cemeteries from the time of
the First World War.
Similarly to all cemeter-
ies in the 1t Zmigrod ceme-
tery district, War Cemetery
no. 60 [38] on Matastowska
Pass was designed by Dusan
Jurkovi¢. Surrounded by
a wooden fence, the necrop-
olis was carefully renovated.
It is the burial site of 174 sol-
diers from the Austro-Hun-
garian Army, including many
Poles. The cemetery features
wooden grave crosses, char-
acteristic for Jurkovic's de-
signs, and the uniquely orig-
inal wooden matzevah on
the grave of Mendel Brod, an

A museum exhibition of wax figures in the PTTK Museum
in Gorlice, Archives of the PTTK Museum in Gorlice

Austro-Hungarian soldier of
Jewish origin. Further down
in the cemetery, a soaring
building with shingled roofs
and a cross composition, at
first resembling a chapel, also
attracts attention.

Battles were fought in the
vicinity not only during the

Battle of Gorlice but also dur-
ing the earlier winter months,
when the Eight Russian Army
commanded by General
Brusilov repeatedly charged
on the Carpathian line, in or-
der to force their way through
the mountain passes to the
Hungarian Plane. During the

WAR CEMETERIES IN THE VICINITY OF GORLICE

Numerous war necropolises dating from the time of the First World VWar are located in
Gorlice and in the town’s vicinity as well as in the region of the Low Beskid Mountains
stretching south of Gorlice. Almost 100 war cemeteries can be found in Gorlice County.
They belong to several cemetery districts. The town and its vicinity feature necropolises
of the 3 Gorlice district that were mostly designed by Lieutenant Hans Mayr. His works
were characterized by a lavishness and monumentalism, while retaining at the same time
a simple form. War Cemetery no. 80, located on the ridge of Zagbrze, right above the vil-
lage of Sekowa, is especially noteworthy. According to the initial plans, it was supposed
to be a cemetery representative of the entire Gorlice district. The hills above the vil-
lage feature two more necropolises (nos. 78 and 79). Also worth seeing is War Cemetery no.
90 situated on the area of the Jewish cemetery at the foot of Cmentarna Mount and Cem-
etery no. 98 in the district of Gorlice - Glinnik. Six other War Cemeteries (nos. 92-97)
located exactly along the old front line are situated north of the town, in Strézowka.
Another interesting war necropolis - no. 125 in Zagérzany - is part of the 4 Fuzniafski
cemetery district. Cemeteries of this district were designed mostly by Polish sculptor Jan
Szczepkowski, but there ale also cemeteries designed by Hans Mayr, Anton Miller, Prof. Her-
mann Kurt Hosaeus, and DuSan Jurkovic.

I\‘Ia}opolsl(n: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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Battle of Gorlice, the 10" Austro-Hungarian
Corps from the Third Army commanded by
Svetozar Boroevi¢ charged at the Russian
positions in the vicinity of Matastéw and the
Pass, thus supporting the battle’s crucial of-
fensive of the German Corps commanded by
General Kneussl who operated south of Gor-
lice. The Austro-Hungarian soldiers, fighting
in the difficult mountain area, managed to
capture Russian fortifications on the peaks
on the eastern side of Matastéw, on May 2.

Luzna — Pustkr HirL

The forested Pustki Hill (446 metres above sea
level) rises above Euzna, a large village locat-
ed at Road 977 from Gorlice to Ciezkowice.
The hill's southern slope features two war
cemeteries dating from the time of the First
World War. Turn right from Road 977 be-
hind the signposts directing to war cemeter-
ies. The road leads to the other side of the
Fuznianka Stream Valley, and then a narrow

War Cemetery no. 122 in fuzna,
photo by K. Bzowski

CEMETERIES DESIGNED BY DuSAN JURKOVIC
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Traversing the trails of the Low Beskid Mountains, one can encounter many unique war ceme-
teries, often hidden among the mountain forests and decaying in oblivion among the abundant
greenery, though more and more often renovated and exposed. Unusual wooden towers, chap-
els, beautiful crosses, and picturesque locations characterize the necropolises designed by
the largest artistic individuality among the designers of Galicia war cemeteries - DuSan
JurkowiC (1886-1947) of Slovak origin. In 1915 he was appointed artistic director and de-
signer of the 1% Zmigrod cemetery district, for which he designed over 35 necropolises. In
his works, he used above all wood, and only sporadically stone. He drew inspiration from
the regional architecture and also cared about the appropriate incorporation of the ceme-
tery into the Beskid landscape. Traversing the Low Beskids, it is worth noting the necropo-
lises of his design. Some are located very high on the mountain ridges and can be reached
only by the hiking trails, e.g Beskidek War Cemetery no. 46 in Konieczna, situated on the
ridge of Beskidek Mountain on the border with Slovakia, or War Cemetery no. 51 on Rotunda
Mount (771 metres above sea level) above Regietow Wyzny, considered the most interesting
cemetery. Other necropolises are easily accessible: they are located along the main roads
or in their vicinity, e.g. War Cemetery no. 52 in Zdynia or War Cemetery no. 55 in Gtadyszow.

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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asphalt road leads steeply up-
hill to the cemeteries locat-
ed at the edge of the forest.
In the spring of 1915, dur-
ing the Battle of Gorlice,
Pustki Hill was one of the
key positions of the first and
strongest line of Russian for-
tifications. Its capture would
significantly contribute to the
faster breakthrough of the
front. The fights began on
April 30 — the Austro-Hun-
garian 12" Krakow Infantry
Division charging here had
to first approach the Rus-
sian trenches to a distance
allowing the infantry’s at-
tack. The Division, part of
the Sixth Austro-Hungar-
ian Corps of General Arz,
consisted almost exclusive-
ly of Poles. Poles were also
among the defenders of the
hill in the Russian Army. The
fratricidal fight — despite the
first successes of the attack-
ers — turned out to be very
bloody. The artillery fire did
not damage the Russian for-
tifications on the steep slope
of the mount above the first
trenches. There were plen-
ty of hidden gun machine
stations and sharpshoot-
ers. Nonetheless, the Gali-
cian regiments from Wad-
owice and Cieszyn pushed
upward and in an hour and
a half managed to plant the
imperial black and yellow flag
on the top of the mount.
The small walled War
Cemetery no. 122 [39a]
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Cenmetery no. 60 in Malastow, Sekowa County Archives
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is located at the edge of the forest near
the end of the asphalt road under the hill.
154 Russian soldiers, killed on May 2, 1915,
are buried there. The largest of the war ne-
cropolises in Western Galicia dating from the
time of the First World War, War Ceme-
tery no. 123 [39b] is located several hun-
dred metres higher in the beech forest on the
steep slope of the mount. This represent-
ative cemetery of the 4" kuznia cemetery

district was designed by Jan Szczepkowski.
It is unique not only because of its size but
also because of its free and unimpeded lay-
out on the steep slope. Particular quarters
are located asymmetrically among the beech
forest, and are linked by paths and stone
steps winding on the slope. Stone monu-
ments and wooden crosses stand in sever-
al places. The cemetery is the burial site of
over 909 Austro-Hungarian, 65 German, and

A SMALL CHURCH IN SEKOWA

Sekowa boasts the wooden Church of SS. Philip and Jacob, inscribed on the UNESCO World
Cultural and Natural Heritage List. The church miraculously survived the years of the
First World War - the front Czech regiments of the Austro-Hungarian Army stationing
here, turned the church into a horse stable in 1915. The soldiers used the majority of
walls, roof thatch, armatures, and the larger part of the tower (except for the con-
struction elements) for fuel and for the wooden fortifications in the trenches and dug-
outs. The Baroque altars were looted, and the polychrome of high artistic value - de-
stroyed. Who knows if the church would survive at all, if the Gorlice operation had begun
a few days later. The church was reconstructed in the interwar period, although the
attempt to recreate the historic elements of the interior furnishing was unsuccessful.
Another church located nearby - the neo-Gothic Church of St. Joseph - features the bul-
lets from the time of the Battle of Gorlice in its walls.

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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The Wooden Architecture Trail linking over 250 diverse buildings of - [NV VR NERY RN
wooden architecture in the entire Matopolska Region: Greek Cath-

olic, Orthodox, and Catholic churches, heritage museums, old village and town houses.
The wooden Church of St. Michael the Archangel in Binarowa (one of the five UNESCO
sites in the Gorlice County region), located about 20 km east of £uzna, is famous for its
beautiful polychrome.

The wooden Greek Catholic and Orthodox Lemko churches in Owczary, Brunary Wyzne
and Kwiaton, located in the mountain valleys of the Low Beskids in the vicinity of Gor-
lice and the Matastowska Pas, have been inscribed on the UNESCO World Cultural and
Natural Heritage List.

Once renowned as a Hassidic centre, Bobowa with a preserved synagogue and the Jewish
cemetery with Tsadik Halberstam’s Ohel, the shrine; Bobowa is also known for the local laces.
Magurski National Park encompasses the wildest part of the Low Beskid Mountains, e.g.
the tall Magura Watkowska Range with interesting sandstone rocks in Kornuty Reserve.

226 Russian soldiers, killed
not only during the Battle of
Gorlice, but also during the
first four months of 1915 in
trench warfare.

STASZKOWKA

The village of Staszéwka is
located on the hills northwest
of tuzna and can be reached
by turning into a side road
leading to Cigzkowice in
kuzna. War Cemetery no.
118 [40] is located less than
a kilometre before Staszkow-
ka on the vast flattened ridge
of Patria Mount (432 metres
above the sea level).

On May 2, 1915, the Rus-
sian fortifications on the hill,
surrounded by abatises with
barb-wire entanglement and
minefields were attacked by
the German infantry units of
the Second Division of the
Prussian Guarde du Corps.

I\‘Ia}opolskn: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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It turned out that the several-hour-long ar-
tillery fire by mistake omitted this part of
the Russian lines and the First Regiment of
Prussian Grenadiers, crossing through the
minefields, was caught under the enemy
gun machine fire. Finally, thanks to the ad-
vances of the division on the remaining sec-
tions, this hill was captured but the regiment
was decimated and suffered the loss of over
600 killed or wounded soldiers. Many of them
were buried on Cemetery no. 118 with four
large stone pylons —two of them are topped
with the iron swords sticking out to the sky.
The cemetery is the burial site for the total
of 439 German, 281 Austro-Hungarian and
43 Russian soldiers.

SOMEWHERE TN GALICIA...
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"Somewhere in Galicia

a silent cemetery lies on a hill,
With twelve soldiers in a grave
for eternity sleeping still..

Don’t cry, mother, that your child
decays in the strange land,

True, mother, your son died,

but alive is the fatherland."

Lyrics of a Hungarian soldier song.

War Cemetery no. 118 in Staszkowka,
photo by J. Gorlach




TARNOW AND ITS VICINITY

— The Pearl of the Renaissance
and the Most Beautitul Necropolises

Second only to Krakow, the Tarnéw city com-
plex of Matopolska Region is renowned today
for its beautiful Old Town called the “Pearl
of the Renaissance.” During the First World
War, Tarnéw, as the important railway junc-
tion, served as the headquarters of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian garrison, and then became the
base for the Russian army charging against
Western Galicia. The Russian forces occupied
the city for several months: from the autumn
of 1914 until the Battle of Gorlice in May of the
following year. Since December of 1914, the
front line ran next to Tarnéw. A fierce battle,
called the “Christmas Battle” was fought in
the vicinity of the city in the late December
of 1914. This was also when the soldiers of
the First Brigade of the Polish Legions fought
the Battle of Eowczowek.

Tarnow itself is home to numerous war
cemeteries and other sites associated with
the events of the First World War, while the
vicinity of the city features other war necropo-
lises, e.g. in the aforementioned Lowczdéwek.

TARNOW

The Russian army pushed through Galicia
to the west in the autumn of 1914. When the
tsarist soldiers reached Tarnéw in Novem-
ber — the city officers ran away from the city
in panic, the documents were destroyed, and
the garrison was evacuated. The first Rus-
sian units — the Cherkess Cavalry — entered
Tarnow on November 10, 1914. There was no
contribution imposed on the city authorities
but the occupiers imposed on them numer-
ous obligations, such as maintenance of the

R‘IQ}Opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

military barracks and hospitals, electricity,
water and fuel supply free of charge — which
ruined the city budget of Tarnéw. The resi-
dents became subject to many repressions, re-
sulting from the discovery of alleged or true
evidence about the contacts with the Aus-
tro-Hungarian forces. The Russians repeat-
edly took hostages as a security against the
potential subversion. The heroic city mayor,
Tadeusz Tertil, remained in Tarnéw, despite
the threat of arrest by the tsarist Ochrana, the
Public Security Department, and tried to take
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TARNOW AND ITS VICINITY

Sobieskiego Square in Tarndw (ca. 1900), postcard. Issued by Kamil Baum in Tarnéw,
Collection of the Regional Museum in Tarnow

care of the city and its residents, often inter-
vening with the Russian military authorities.
Tarnéw became the front city after the Bat-
tles of kapandw and Limanowa — the Austro-
Hungarian forces managed to drive the Third
Army commanded by General Radko Dimitriev
out to the east of the Dunajec River. After the
fierce Christmas Battle, fought in the last days
of December of 1914, the front froze for four
months merely several kilometres west of the
city. The artillery fire was an additional threat

The Market Square in Tarnéw with the Town Hall and tenement
houses constitute one of the most beautiful Renaissance archi-

for Tarnéw. The Austro-Hungarian batter-
ies ravaged the city from time to time, e.g. in
January of 1915, the fire of the heavy 30.5 and
42 cm mortars destroyed the railway station.
The artillery fire in the beginning of May of 1915,
preceding the Gorlice offensive, was partic-
ularly devastating. It was also a harbinger of
the city’s liberation from the onerous occu-
pier, since the Austro-Hungarian forces en-
tered Tarnéw in the morning of May 6, 1915,
which by then was a town abandoned by the

tecture complexes in Poland. The soaring Gothic cathedral with a complex of the Renais-
sance and Mannerist tombstones, e.g. of the famous Hetman Jan Tarnowski.

The Tarn6w Diocesan Museum - the oldest museum of this kind in Poland located in the
Renaissance tenement houses dating from the 16" century near the cathedral.

The Regional Museum with an interesting exhibition on display in the old tenement hous-
es on the Market Square and in the Tarnéw Renaissance Town Hall, boasting unique col-
lections devoted to the Roma culture in the ethnographic section of the Museum.

The remaining legacy of the once large Jewish population of Tarnéw, including the vast

Jewish cemetery.

The General J6zef Bem Mausoleum, the hero of two nations — Polish and Hungarian.

I\‘Ia}opolskn: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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The courtyard of the Higher State Vocational School in Tarnéw,

last units of the Cossacks. Un-
fortunately, the liberation did

not mean the end of repres-
sions, this time the residents

were accused of collaboration

with the Russians - even May-
or Tertil and his associate in

the first days of the occupa-
tion, Wincenty Witos, were

not spared.

However, one had to wait
for the true liberation until the
autumn of 1918. Tarnéw was
liberated on the night of Oc-
tober 30, 1918, as one of the
first cities on the Polish lands.
The Austrian soldiers were
disarmed and the takeover
of the civilian power began.
Only after the news about
the events in Tarnéw reached
Krakow, the disarmament of

the Austrians began there on
October 31.

The Monument of the
Unknown Polish Soldier
[41] dating from 1931 is the first
of the Tarnéw sites on the trail.
Itislocated almost in the heart
of the city, on the square at
the intersection of Kopernika
and Pitsudskiego Streets. The
man-made stone mound fea-
tures a sandstone monument
bearing the inscription: “To the
Unknown Soldier who died for
the Fatherland 1914-1920." The
monument is crowned with
an urn of the ashes of the un-
known fallen soldiers.

Descending from the mon-
ument, down to Pitsudskiego
Street with large build-
ings of the high school and

Nla}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

the former Austrian barracks,

theological seminary, you
can see a one-storey pa-
vilion located at the corner
of Stowackiego Street, at
number 24, and further down,
the building of the former
military hospital [42] in
the large garden. The monu-
mental neo-Roman building
was erected in 1855 especial-
ly for the needs of the military
health service. Previously, the
main garrison hospital was
located at Mickiewicza Street
(and later the barracks were
located there). During the war,
Tarnéw as the front city was
home to many military hos-
pitals, and the most impor-
tant one was located exactly
there. Nowadays, the build-
ing houses the Youth Palace.

TARNOW AND ITS VICINITY

Archives of the Higher State Vocational School in Tarnéw

Returning toward Mickiewicza Street, you
come across the Austro-Hungarian bar-
racks [43]. Initially (since 1833), the build-
ing housed the main military hospital, but

The Sanguszko Family Palace, photo by J. Gorlach

%

in the second half of the 19* century the
building was designated as barracks. It is
the largest, but not the only building of the
type in Tarndéw, since before the war part of
the 57" Infantry Regiment and the 2" Gali-
cian Uhlan Regiment were stationed in the
city. The building also served as the head-
quarters of the Austrian garrison [44].
Nowadays, the building is much larger than
in the times of the Royal-Imperial Monarchy
—in the interwar period, it was made higher
by one floor and the fagade was reconstruct-
ed in the neo-Classical style. After the cap-
ture of Tarnéw, the Russian occupying forc-
es took over the barracks. Nowadays, this is
the main building of the Higher State Voca-
tional School.

It is worth heading from the city centre to
the eastern suburbs formed by the former vil-
lage of Gumniska. A vast park is located there,
at Braci Sakéw Street (extension of Gumnis-
ka Street), on the eastern side of the railway

Nla}opolslm: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail
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line to Rzeszow. The neo-Classical Sangusz-
ko Family Palace [45], dating from the
late 18" century and reconstructed around
1834 and in the interwar period, is located inside
the park on a hill. The palace, which after the
November Uprising became the headquarters
of Wtadystaw Sanguszko, in the autumn of 1914,
served as the quarters of General Chetmicki,
the commander of the Cossack Cavalry Divi-
sion of the 10" Corps of the Third Army com-
manded by General Radko Dimitriev, and then
of other commanders of the Russian garrison.
The Tarnéw legacy of the First World War
also includes the war cemeteries of the 6™
Tarnéw cemetery district. In order to reach
the first one, return from Gumniska to the
city centre along Gumniska and Konarskiego
Streets. The so-called Old Cemetery stretch-
es at the intersection of Konarskiego and Tu-
chowska Streets, the latter being the exit road
from the city to the south. Its southern part,
several metres behind the magnificent tomb

A mound on War Cemetery no. 202a in Tarnow,
photo by J. Gorlach

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

photo by J. Gorlach
chapel of the Sanguszko Family, features the
quarter of the Polish legionaries originating
from Tarnéw, who were killed during the First
World War, or died right after the war. A tall
wooden cross stands in the centre of the le-

gionaries’ quarter. This is War Cemetery no.
202a [46a], surrounded by a chain on stone
poles. The nearby stone mound and the cross
commemorate the heroes of the 1863 January
Uprising. There are also graves of the soldiers
fighting in the Polish underground during the
Second World War.

The large Jewish Cemetery stretches in the
northern part of the city between Szpitalna,
Stoneczna and Starodgbrowska Streets. Its
southern part, near the main gate (at Szpi-
talna Street) and the Monuments of the Hol-
ocaust Victims, features the graves of the
Austro-Hungarian soldiers of Jewish origin
who were killed in action or died of wounds.
They are buried in 43 graves marked with
concrete slates in the shape of matzevot with
the Hebrew inscriptions. They constitute War
Cemetery no. 201 [46b].

TARNOW AND ITS VICINITY

A small square encircled
by small poles joined with
iron rods is located a kilo-
metre away to the north, next
to the intersection of Szpi-
talna Street with MB Fatim-
ska Avenue. It features a large
sandstone monument. The
fence and the monument are
the only traces left after War
Cemetery no. 202 [46c].
The remains of the soldiers
buried there were transferred
to Cemetery no. 200 in the in-
terwar period.

The necropolis called the
New Cemetery is located fur-
ther down at Krzyska Street.
Its northeast part used to fea-
ture War Cemetery no.
203 [464d]. The only remnant
of the cemetery today is the
tall concrete cross with two
crossbars. The plinth of the

cross bears a plaque com-
memorating the Ukraini-
an General Mykola Yunakiv,
a minister in the Ukrainian
People’s Republic, who died
in Tarnow in 1931, and was
buried there.

The last of the Tarnow
cemeteries dating from
the time of the First World
War is located in the west-
ern suburb of Chyszéw. It
is the largest War Necrop-
olis of Tarnéw, marked no.
200 [46¢€]. A large concrete
cross is placed at the end of
the lime tree alley, consti-
tuting the axis of the ceme-
tery complex, while the grave
fields with mass graves and
numerous individual graves
are located along the alley.
The Russian graves bear
crosses with two crossbars,

the Austrian graves — the
Maltese crosses with laurel
wreaths, while the German
graves — with oak leaves. In
the time of the Second Re-
public of Poland many other
soldiers, exhumed from oth-
er war cemeteries of Tarnow
and its vicinity, were buried
there. The cemetery is the
burial site of the total of
1,619 soldiers from the Aus-
tro-Hungarian, German, Rus-
sian, Serbian, Italian, Ukrain-
ian and Polish armies.

LowozOWEK

The field of the Battle of
Eowczowek fought Decem-
ber 22-25, 1914, is located in
the vicinity of Tarnéw. The First
Brigade of the Polish Legions
commanded by Lieutenant

War Cemetery no. 171 in Lowczowek, Archives of the Starost County Office in Tarndw
g ,
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The Tarnow County region features over 110
war cemeteries dating from the First World
War. More than half of them belong to the 6™
Tarnéw cemetery district. Heinrich Scholz
was the artistic director and the main
designer of the necropolises in this dis-
trict. His designs stood out with diversi-
ty and location: many cemeteries were es-
tablished on the peaks and ridges of the
hills, so that from one cemetery you could
see others. Other necropolises in the dis-
trict were designed by his commander, Lieu-
tenant Siegfried Haller, while the large
chapel on Cemetery no. 192 was designed
by Gustav Rossman. The remaining war ne-
cropolises belong to the 7" Dabrowa Tar-
novska district with Hans Watzal as main
designer, and to the 8" Brzesko district
with some of the cemeteries also designed
by Watzal, while the remainder of the cem-
etery complexes, including the very inter-
esting Jewish Cemetery no. 293 in Zakliczyn,
were designed by Robert Motka. Several cem-
eteries situated in the vicinity of Tarnow
were also part of the 2" Jaslo district
and were designed by Johann Jager.

Apart from the necropolises located in
Tarnéw, Lowczowek, fubinka, Dabréowka Szc-
zepanowska and Zakliczyn, especially note-
worthy is the large Cemetery mo. 185 on
Grodek Hill, and Cemeteries: mo. 167 in
Ryglice on the hills of the Brzanka Ridg-
es, no. 175 in Porgba Radlna, no. 150 in
Chojnik, no. 184 in Brzozowa. The vicinity
of Lowczowek also features Cemeteries no.
158 and 159, where the soldiers of Polish
Legions who died in the Battle of Lowczowek
are buried.

)‘Ia}opolsl(a: The First World War’s Eastern Front Trail

Kazimierz Sosnkowski distinguished itself dur-
ing that battle. Heading south along Road 977 in

the direction of Tuchéw, you pass by elevated

ridge of Stona Mount, behind which in Zabtedza

you turn into a side road to Ple$na, running along

the Biata Tarnowska Valley. Then from Plesna,
following a steep ascend through Rychwatd you

canreach the ridge of Rychwatdzki Wat - where

you turn left into a side asphalt road leading to

the hamlet of Kopalina, which constitutes the

upper part of the village of Eowczéwek. War
Cemetery no. 171 [47] islocated below the

peak of Kopalina Mount (394 metres above

sea level, access via dirt road), where 113 out
of 128 legionaries killed in action from the First
and Fifth Infantry Regiments of the First Bri-
gade are buried. The brick Chapel of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary the Queen of Poland is locat-
ed in the centre of the large necropolis, which

is also the burial site of 159 other Austro-Hun-
garian and 239 Russian soldiers (mostly Poles

from the Russian-occupied part of Poland). To

the right of the chapel stands the noteworthy
tombstone of General Gustaw Dobiestaw Gryf-
Eowczowski, Anders’ Army veteran, who also

fought at kowczowek in the Fifth Infantry Reg-
iment and wished to be buried (he died in 1984)

among his former brothers in arms.

LUBINKA AND DABROWKA
SZCZEPANOWSK A

The front stopped for several months from De-
cember of 1914 to May of 1915 on the tall ridges
between the Biata and Dunajec River Valleys. This
is where the battles were fought during the Rus-
sian counteroffensive that began on December
20, 1914 and lasted almost to the end of 1914. On
February 18-20, 1915, the Austro-Hungarian forc-
es of the Fourth Army commanded by Archduke
Joseph Ferdinand charged against the Russian
positions in the vicinity of Dgbréwka and Lubcza
Szczepanowska but the Russians bloodily fend-
ed off their attack. During the Gorlice offensive

TARNOW AND ITS VICINITY

War Cemetery no. 193 in Dabrowka Szczepanowska, Archives of the Starost County Office in Tarnow

on May 2-3, 1915, the soldiers
of the Austro-Hungarian forc-
es fiercely attacked the ene-
my positions from Dabréwka
Szczepanowska until the peak
of Wat (523 metres above sea
level) above Lubinka, suffer-
ing heavy losses. The Rus-
sian positions were well-pre-
pared but eventually they had
to leave them on May 4, threat-
ened by the encirclement due
to the breakthrough of the front
near Tuchow.

It is worth returning from
the cemetery in towczowek
along the ridge to the pass
in order to reach Lubinka
Hill (also called Podkowa
Hill, 412 metres above sea
level), where War Ceme-
tery no. 191 [48a] islocat-
ed at the edge of the forest.
It was designed by Heinrich
Scholz and features a char-
acteristic tall stone obelisk

with a relief depicting the
ancient Greek helmet in the
lower part and the laurel
wreaths at the top. 93 Aus-
tro-Hungarian and 111 Rus-
sian soldiers are buried there.

War Cemetery no. 192
[48D], also designed by Hein-
rich Scholz, is located near
the bend of the road running
in the direction of Dgbréwka
Szczepanowska in the for-
est. The large necropolis on
the flattened ridge stands
out above all with the cen-
tral neo-Renaissance chap-
el designed by Gustav Ross-
mann. Located on the stone
pedestal between three mag-
nificent oaks, it is topped with
a high shingled helmet with
alantern. The grave fields on
both sides of the chapel are
the burial site of 358 Aus-
tro-Hungarian and 217 Rus-
sian soldiers.

Around 2 km further to
the northeast lies Dabréwka
Szczepanowska. This small
village islocated on the ridge
of the elevated hill dominat-
ing above the Dunajec Riv-
er Valley. As a result of the
strategic location of this ex-
posed ridge, bloody battles

The chapel on War Cemetery no.
192 on Lubinka, Archives of the

Starost County Office in Tarnéw
’ = -
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War Cemetery no. 293 in Zakliczyn,
photo by J. Gorlach

were fought there during the First World War.
War Cemetery no. 193 [48c] is located at
the very top of the ridge — 419 metres above
sea level. This interesting necropolis is yet an-
other design of Heinrich Scholz. It consists
of two separate quarters, located 100 metres
away from each other, and established direct-
ly on the battlefield among the trench lines
and craters made by artillery shell explosions.

The quarter of 358 Austro-Hungarian soldiers
is located at the forest edge near the very top
of the hill with the magnificent central mon-
ument bearing commemorative inscriptions.
A fragment of the trench with the earth shelter
has been preserved right behind it. The quar-
ter of 235 Russian soldiers is located in the for-
est east of the peak.

LAKLICZYN

The small town of Zakliczyn is located southwest
from the battlefields in Lubinka and Dabréwka
Szczepanowska, in the vast valley of the Duna-
jec River. After the Russians were driven out dur-
ing the Battles of tapanéw and Limanowa in
December of 1914, the town found itself in the
direct vicinity of the front, running among the
Roznowskie Foothills northeast of Zakliczyn.
The unique War Cemetery no. 293 [49],
belonging to the 8" Brzesko cemetery district
and designed by Robert Motka, is located at
the edge of the town, several dozen metres
south of Road 980 (heading from the intersec-
tion with Road 975 in the direction of Grom-
nik, you turn right immediately behind the
school). This is the only cemetery among the
war cemeteries in Western Galicia that was
established from the start exclusively for sol-
diers of Jewish origin (other Jewish quarters
were established on the already existing Jew-
ish cemeteries). The tombstones made of cast

TARNOW AND ITS VICINITY

Kasia Dorva - HE Tcnacy Jan Papereiskr Manor

A beautiful manor in a small park in KaSna Dolna is located near the Skamieniate Mias-
to Reserve. The manor was the property of Ignacy Jan Paderewski in the years 1897-1903.
Nowadays, the manor - the only preserved property of the pianist - houses a museum
devoted to his life and work - Paderewski was not only a musician but also a merited
activist for the independence of Poland. During the First Vorld War, using his popu-
larity in the West, he was involved in vast diplomatic activity propagating the idea
of the rebirth of Poland. He even personally presented it to the President of the USA,
Thomas Woodrow Wilson. At the same time, Paderewski raised funds for the aid to the
var victims. In 1919 he was even appointed Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the independent Poland and he also represented the Second Republic of Poland
at the peace conference that concluded with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles.

War Cemetery no. 138 in Bogoniowice,
photo by J. Gorlach

i

concrete bear the shape of the matzevot with
the Stars of David, and the entire cemetery is
enclosed with the stone wall bearing the me-
morial inscription in German. 1 Russian and
11 Austro-Hungarian soldiers are buried here.

BocoNiowicE

The small village of Bogoniowice is located in
the Biata River Valley between Gromnik and
Ciezkowice. It can be reached from Zakliczyn
by following Road 980 toward Gromnik and
then Road 977 to the destination. The very in-
teresting War Cemetery no. 138 [50] de-
signed by Jan Szczepkowski is located in the vil-
lage, right next to the main road. Established on

Tue CeMETERY ON THE "SucAr Heap"

Cigzkowicko- EEUGEEENIVVREINLYIHY

-Roznowski Land-

scape Park and Brzanka Range Land-
scape Park, encompassing the most
beautiful parts of the Roznowskie and
Ciezkowickie Foothills, known for the
original sandstone rocks, whose largest
agglomeration is located near Ciezkowice
in Skamieniate Miasto Reserve.

Grodek Hill, also called "Glowa Cukru" [Sugar Head] is located several kilometres south
of Lubinka, in the village of Lichwin. Its peak is topped with a magnificent stone - py-
lon topped with laurel wreaths. This is the central element of the large War Cemetery no.
185, designed by Heinrich Scholz. The peak of the hill was taken by the strongly forti-
fied Russian positions, the object of the bloody battles fought there May 2-4, 1915: the
trenches on the top of the hill changed hands several times. 273 Austro-Hungarian and
341 Russian soldiers are buried on the cemetery.
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a plan of a trapezium on the steep slope with
graves on several terraces cut out in the slope,
the cemetery is surrounded by a wall on three
sides, and enclosed (at the top) with a taller wall
of a chapel character. The lower corners near
the road feature bulgy cylindrical pseudo tow-
ers, topped with shingled roofs. The cemetery
is the place of eternal rest for 87 fallen soldiers
from the Austro-Hungarian and German armies.
In the spring of 1915, the front ran in the vi-
cinity of Bogoniowice on the line of the hill in
the east side of the Biata River Valley, above
the village of Tursko. This is where the Prus-
sian Guarde du Corps units of the 11" Army
commanded by General Mackensen attacked
the Russian positions on May 2, 1915, that is,
on the first day of the Battle of Gorlice. Thanks
to the excellent artillery preparation, the First
Division of Guarde du Corps Infantry fighting
above Tursko managed to conquer the Russian
lines on Hill 358 within mere 15 minutes. Fur-
ther south, fierce battles were fought for other
hills: nos. 382 and 405, and this is where many
of the German soldiers buried on the Bogonice
Cemetery were Killed in action. The forces of
the 11" Austro-Hungarian Corps of the Fourth
Army commanded by Archduke Joseph Ferdi-
nand, fighting on the left wing of the First Di-
vision of Guarde du Corps, had the objective
of capturing the Russian positions north of
Hill no. 358 above Rzepiennik Marciszewski.
The journey along the First World War'’s
Eastern Front Trail can be continued in Pod-
karpackie Region, starting in the village of
Wola Cieklinska located on the border with
Matopolska Region. The Podkarpackie sec-
tion of the trail runs from Ozenna near the
border with Slovakia to Nowiny Horynieckie
at the border with Ukraine, and features nu-
merous war cemeteries, museums, monu-
ments, former barrack buildings, and unique
fortifications of Przemysl Fortress.

War Cemetery no. 171 in FLowczdwek, Archives
of the Starost County Office in Tarnow
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

- Getting there, Currency, Consulates

The Krakow-Balice airport is located only 11 km west
of the city centre of Krakow and has a good trans-
port connection with the city. City buses (daily bus
nos. 208 and 292 and night bus no. 902) run between
the city and the airport, and special trains run from
the Krakow Gtéwny Railway Station to the airport.
The airport can also be reached via local roads, and
it has a special exit from A4 Highway.

More information: The John Paul II Internation-
al Airport Krakow-Balice, tel: +48 12 2955800,
www krakowairport.pl.

BY TRAIN

Matopolska features direct railway connections with
all major cities in Poland, and it also boasts inter-
national connections with Budapest, Prague, Vien-
na and Lvov, and other cities.

Most cities and towns of the region are accessi-
ble via train: the main railway lines run from Kra-
kow through Miechéw toward Kielce and Warsaw,
from Krakow through Trzebinia toward Katowice and
Wroctaw, from Krakow to Zakopane, and from Kra-
kow through Tarnéw toward Rzeszéw and Przemysl.
Nowy Sacz and Krynica-Zdroj can also be reached
by train, thanks to the line running from Tarnéw
through Grybow.

Information about schedules, railway stations and
connections is available on: www.pkp.pl.

CURRE ND MONEY

The Polish Zloty (PLN) is the official currency of Po-
land; however, in selected stores (mostly large super-
markets) and some petrol stations Euro is accepted.
The easiest way to obtain cash is to exchange it in
numerous currency exchange offices, conveniently
located in the centres of all large cities and towns.
The currency exchange offices charge no commission.

There is no problem with an ATM access in
Matopolska: ATMs are located not only in the town
centres, but also on the outskirts and in large coun-
ty villages. Non-cash payments are widespread. Visa
and Mastercard are most commonly accepted.
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The Matopolska Region boasts a well-developed net-
work of national and local roads. The most important
road is Highway A4, running from the national border
with Germany, through Wroctaw, Katowice and Chr-
zanow to Krakow (tolls) and then up to Tarnéw (toll
free), and then as National Road 4 through Rzeszéw
to the border with Ukraine. Another important route
of the region is National Road 7, running from the
border with Slovakia in Chyzne to Krakow and then
through Miechéw toward Kielce, Warsaw and Gdansk.

The most important border crossings with Slova-
kia are located in: Chyzne, Jurgéw, Konieczna, kysa
Polana, Muszynka, and in Piwniczna.

Krakow and other towns and cities of Matopolska
are accessible by bus and minibus from other Polish
cities, such as Katowice, Wroctaw, and Warsaw, and
from many European countries.

The network of local connections is very dense.
Buses and minibuses of the PKS [Public Transpor-
tation Company] and other companies run on the
roads of the region. Bus stations are usually locat-
ed in the town centres, e.g. in Krakow it is locat-
ed next to the Main Railway Station. Information
about the connections running from the Krakow
Bus Station is available on: www.mda.malopolska.
pl; bus and minibus schedules are also available on:
www.e-podroznik.pl.

AL CONSULAT

France: ul. Stolarska 15, 31-043 Krakow, tel: +48 12
4245300, www.cracovie.org.pl

Germany: ul. Stolarska 7, 31-043 Krakow, tel: +48 12
4243000, www.krakau.diplo.de

Russia: ul. Biskupia 7, 31-144 Krakow, tel: +48 12
4222647, www.krakow.rusemb.pl

Slovakia: ul. $w. Tomasza 34, 31-027 Krakow, tel:
+48 12 4254970, www.cgcracow.mfa.sk

Ukraine: ul. Beliny-Prazmowskiego 4, 31-514 Krakow,
tel: +48 12 4296066, www.plk.internetdsl.pl

USA: ul. Stolarska 9, 31-043 Krakow, tel: +48 12
4245100, http://krakow.usconsulate.gov

SITE INDEX

Former Austro-Hungarian Barracks and the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Garrison Headquarters in Tarnéw
— Higher State Vocational School, ul. Mickiewic-
za 870-71

GPS N 50° 00’ 57.1", E 20° 59" 25.7"

Former Military Hospital in Tarnéw — Youth Pal-
ace, ul. Pitsudskiego 24 70

GPS N 50°01'01.7", E 20° 59" 07.6"

G
Grebatow Fort — The “Horsie’s Friend” TKKF Horse-
Riding Club, ul. Geodetéw (entrance from ul. Koc-
myrzowska), Krakow, tel: +48 12 6456616, http://
www.przyjacielkonika.republika.pl; visiting possi-
ble during the horse-riding centre opening hours 31
GPS N 50° 05" 41.6", E 20° 04’ 04.6"

Home Army Museum in Krakow — Cultural Institu-
tion of Matopolska Region, ul. Wita Stwosza 12, tel:
+48 12 4100770, http://www.muzeum-ak.pl; open
Tue-Sun 1lam-6pm 32

GPS N 50° 04’ 20", E 19° 56" 55"

Jangrot — Cieplice War Cemetery 38
GPS N 50° 19" 43.3", E 19° 43’ 37.0"

Kosocice Fort, ul. Hallera 25, Krakow 30

GPS N 49°59'41.8", E 19° 59 29.9"

Krakow Fortress Trail — the northern section of
Trail 28

the beginning: Mogita Fort, Igotfomska Street

GPS N 50° 03’ 58.8", E 20° 04’ 18.0"

the end: Salwator

GPS N 50°03' 08.9", E 19° 54’ 47.9"

GPS N 50° 03" 08.9", E 19° 54" 47.9"

Krakow Fortress Trail - the southern section of the
Trail 28

the beginning: the intersection of Rybitwy

and Golikowka Streets

GPS N 50° 02’ 33.4", E 20° 02" 07.6"

the end: St. Benedict's Fort

GPS N 50° 02' 35.0", E 19° 57 26.6"

Krzestawice Fort — Krzestawice Fort no. 49 Youth
Culture Centre, os. Na Stoku 27b, Krakow, tel: +48 12
6452714, http://www.mdkfort49 krakow.pl; visiting
possible during the Culture Centre opening hours 31
GPS N 50° 05’ 51.3", E 20° 03’ 18.8"

Legionaries’ Quarter at Communal Cemetery in
Nowy Sacz, ul. Rejtana 54

GPS N 49° 37 01.1", E 20° 42" 16.9"

Legionary Quarter on the Parish Cemetery in By-
dlin 38

GPS N 50°23' 16.3", E 19° 38' 46.5"

Mieroszewski Family House in Limanowa — Jozef
Pitsudski's Quarters, ul. Matki Boskiej Bolesnej 35 49
GPS N 49° 42" 16.1", E 20° 25’ 46.4"

Monument of Encounter of Generations in Chy-
szOwki 47

GPS N 49° 40 52.8", E 20° 16’ 51.8"

Monument of the Independence Fighters
in Miechéw, Rynek 34

GPS N 50° 21 23.3", E 20° 01" 40.2"

Monument of the Unknown Soldier in Tarnéw,
pl. Ofiar Katynia 70

GPS N 50° 00" 49.1", E 20° 59’ 09.0"

Monument of the Victims of the First World War
in Skata, ul. Krakowska/Rzeznicza 40

GPS N 50° 13" 34.0", E 19° 51" 23.2"

Morawski Family Manor in Marcinkowice — School
Historical Museum at the W. Orkan School Com-
plex, Marcinkowice 1, tel: +48 18 4433185; museum
is temporary closed due to renovation 51

GPS N 49° 40’ 04.6", E 20° 38" 48.4"

Oak of Freedom in Nowy Sgcz — Municipal Planty
Park, ul. Dlugosza/Jagiellonska 54

GPS N 49° 37" 12.8", E 20° 41" 38.4".

Obelisk at the border of the Austrian- and Russian-
occupied parts of Poland, Michatowice-Komora 33
GPS N 50° 08’ 21.3", E 19° 58’ 09.9"

Obelisk on Kaim Hill in Krakow, ul. Pronia 26
GPS N 50° 00" 07.0", E 20° 02’ 08.0"

Ogonéw War Cemetery in Kali$ 36

GPS N 50°22'29.7", E 19° 44’ 09.9"

Oleandry: the First Cadre Company Departure Site,
Jozef Pitsudski House — Independence Activity Mu-
seum in Krakow, al. 3 Maja 7, tel: +48 12 6334715;
open to the public only after a telephone reservation 33
GPS N 50° 03 36.6", E 19° 55’ 14.1"

Palace in Miréw in Ksigz Wielki — the W. Witos
School Complex, ul. Witosa 10, tel: +48 41 3838010,
http://zsppksiaz.republika.pl 35

GPS N 50° 26' 25.7", E 20° 08' 57". 6"

Polish Aviation Museum in Krakow — Cultural Insti-
tution of Matopolska Region, al. Jana Pawla I 39, tel:
+48 12 6409960, info@muzeumlotnictwa.pl, http://
www.muzeumlotnictwa.pl; open: Tue-Sun 9am-—
7pm; tickets: PLN 14, reduced price: PLN 7, Tue ad-
mission free of charge 30

GPS N 50° 04’ 35.3", E 19° 59" 26.0"

Prokocim Fort, ul. Medyczna/Kostaneckiego, Kra-
kow 29

GPS N 50° 00" 38.2", E 19° 59’ 45.9"

PTTK Regional Museum in Gorlice, ul. Waska 7-9,
tel: +48 18 3522615, http://www.gorlice.pttk.pl, open:
Tue-Fri 9am-4pm 59

GPS N 49° 39' 24.5", E 21° 09’ 25.3"
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Rajsko Fort, ul. Droga Rokadowa 20, Krakow 30
GPS N 49°59'21.7", E 19° 58’ 08.8"

S
Sanguszko Palace in Tarnéw - Former Staff Head-
quarters of the Russian Forces, at present Eco-
nomic—Horticultural School Complex, ul. Sangusz-
kow 2872
GPS N 50° 00" 18.4", E 21° 00’ 28.1"
Tonie Fort — Open Fortress Museum, ul. Jurajska,
Krakow; only group visits after a reservation in ad-
vance, the fort is under renovation 31
GPS N 50° 07' 26.0", E 19° 53’ 49.9"

War Cemeteries nos. 123 and 122 in
Luzna-Pustki 63-64

GPS N 49° 43' 03.0", E 21° 03' 42.4"

War Cemetery in Rzeplin at the road to Ciano-
wice 41

GPSN 50°12' 37. 2"E 19°53' 37. 7"

War Cemetery in Rzeplin at the road to Krasien-
ice 41

GPS N 50° 12" 36. 6" E 19° 54’ 51. 0"

War Cemetery no. 60 in Matastow 61

GPS N 49° 32’ 38.0", E 21° 14’ 37.5"

War Cemetery no. 91 in Gorlice, ul. Korczaka 59
GPS N 49° 39’ 58.3", E 21° 09' 09.2"

War Cemetery no. 118 in Staszkéwka 65

GPS N 49° 44’ 59.8", E 21° 01' 01.1"

War Cemetery no. 138 in Bogoniowice 77

GPS N 49° 48' 15.8", E 20° 58’ 18.1"

War Cemetery no. 171 in towczéwek 74

GPS N 49° 54’ 25.0", E 20° 58’ 01.5"

War Cemetery no. 191 on Lubinka Hill 75

GPS N 49° 54’ 33.4", E 20° 53' 57.0"

War Cemetery no. 192 on Lubinka 75

GPS N 49° 54’ 35.8", E 20° 53’ 31.2"

War Cemetery no. 193 in Dagbréwka Szczepanowska 76
GPS N 49° 54’ 33.4", E 20° 53' 57.0"

War Cemetery no. 200 in Tarnéw, ul. Chyszowska/
/kukasiewicza 73

LOCATION INDEX

GPS N 50° 00" 58.4", E 20° 57" 38.7"

War Cemetery no. 201 in Tarnéw, the Jewish cem-
etery, ul. Stoneczna/Szpitalna; visiting possible af-
ter obtaining the key from the Regional Museum
(Rynek 20-21) or from the Tarnéw Information Cen-
tre (Rynek 7), tel: +48 14 6212149 72

GPS N 50°01' 07", E 20° 59’ 41"

War Cemetery no. 202 in Tarnéw, ul. Szpitalna /
al. Matki Bozej Fatimskiej 73

GPS N 50° 01’ 31", E 20° 59’ 49"

War Cemetery no. 202a in Tarnéw, Old Communal
Cemetery, ul. Konarskiego/Tuchowska 72

GPS N 50° 00’ 31.4", E 20° 59’ 20.7"

War Cemetery no. 203 in Tarnéw, New Communal
Cemetery, ul. Krzyska 73

GPS N 50° 02" 02" E 20° 59’ 36"

War Cemetery no. 293 in Zakliczyn 76

GPS N 49° 51" 15.0", E 20° 49’ 02.3"

War Cemetery no. 308 in Muchéwka 45

GPS N 49° 52 05.1", E 20° 25’ 40.5"

War Cemetery no. 350 in Nowy Sacz, Communal
Cemetery, ul. Rejtana 53

GPS N 49° 36' 58.9", E 20° 42" 16.8"

‘War Cemetery no. 352 in Marcinkowice 51

GPS N 49° 39" 43.5", E 20° 38’ 44.4"

War Cemetery no. 357 in Kamionka Mata 46

GPS N 49° 47' 11.8", E 20° 29’ 05.6"

War Cemetery no. 366 in Limanowa, old Parish
Cemetery, ul. Szwedzka 49

GPS N 49° 42’ 33.8", E 20° 25’ 08.0"

‘War Cemetery no. 368 in Limanowa-Jabtoniec 50
GPS N 49° 41' 19.6", E 20° 26' 10.8"

War Quarter no. 381 on the Communal Cemetery
in Wieliczka, ul. Pitsudskiego 42

GPS N 49° 59" 19.6", E 20° 03’ 53.0"

War Quarter on the Parish Cemetery in Ksigz Wiel-
ki, ul. Jana taskiego 35

GPS N 50° 26" 41.8", E 20° 08’ 40.0".

War Quarter on the Parish Cemetery in Miechéw,
ul. Pitsudskiego 35

GPS N 50° 21’ 05", E 20° 01" 36"

War Quarters on the Parish Cemetery in Skata,
ul. Rzeznicza 40

GPS N 50° 13" 34.2", E 19° 51" 14.1"

Bogoniowice 77 Kali$ 35

Bydlin 37 Kamionka Mata 46
Chyszéwki 46 Krakow 26
Cieplice 38 Ksiaz Wielki 35
Dabrowka Szczepanow- Limanowa 47
ska74 Lubinka 74

Gorlice 57 Eowczowek 73
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kuzna 62 Rzeplin 40
Matastow 60 Skata 39
Marcinkowice 50 Staszkéwka 65
Michatowice 33 Tarnéw 68
Miechow 34 Wieliczka 41
Muchéwka 44 Zakliczyn 76
Nowy Sacz 51



